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Features 


New honors class has 
been introduced for 
NECC students to enjoy 


NECC Professor dies at age of 59 


. He will be remembered 
for his humor and love 
of music 


By Dustin LUCA 
News Editor 


The college 
Northern Essex and the local music 
community both suffered a loss 
Friday, Feb. 4, as NECC Professor 
Andrew G. Woolf passed away at the 
Lahey Clinic Medical Center in 
Burlington after suffering from a 
heart attack on the third floor of the 
Spurk Building early in the morning 
of Thursday, Feb. 3. / 

Known best for his love of life 
and music, Woolf was an English and 
Foreign Language professor at 
NECC for over 20 years. When not 
in the classroom, Woolf passed time 


Guard Joe Tardiff, son of the 


community of 


playing folk music with the multiple 
instruments he mastered in his life, 
including the banjo, thumb piano, 
guitar, pentaharp, and the ukulele. 

“I don't even know what to say at 
the moment... he was a talented 
writer and musician,” said Suzanne 
Van Wert, Chairperson of the 
Department of English at Northern 
Essex. “It's of course a shock to all 
of us and we'll miss him.” 

“He was an extraordinarily gift- 
ed person with an enormous number 
of dimensions to his character, all of 
which made him an excellent teacher 
of writing and literature at Northern 
Essex,” said George Bailey, an 
English and Foreign Language pro- 
fessor at Northern Essex. “He was 
an ideal faculty member from a fac- 
ulty point of view because every time 
you talked to him, his focus was on 
ideas. His knowledge was really 
wide and deep. His judgments were 
perceptive.” 


Born and raised in White Plains, 
N.Y., Woolf lived in Brentwood, 
N.H. with his wife. Just last week, 
Woolf and his wife celebrated their 
36th wedding anniversary. Woolf 
had a Bachelor's degree from Oberlin 
College in Ohio and a Master’s in 
English from the University of 
Wisconsin. Soon after, Woolf earned 
a doctorate in Ethnomusicology from 
Tufts University. 

According to Bailey, Woolf was a 
happy, confident and self-contained 
individual with a very keen and dry 
sense of humor, whose life was heav- 
ily inspired by that of Mark Twain. 

“Everything he said. wasqlivened 
with his fine American sense of 
humor,” said Bailey. “He was a 
vibrant person in the sense of contin- 
uously growing all the time.” 

To many, Woolf was an amazing 
musician. He was an invaluable source 


See Woolf, page 6 
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coach, scores with a use slam dunk. 


Courtesy photo 
Dr. Andrew Woolf was known all over campus for 
many things, including his love for folk music. 


Knights get big 
victory over Tigers 


Mens basketball 
team in fourth place, 
heading to regionals 


By KYLE RICHARDSON 
Contributing Reporter 


The Knights rolled past the Tigers 
of Roxbury Community College 80- 
60 Thursday night at home, evening 
their conference record at 7-7. 

“We would like to be at 9-7 when 
it comes time for the regions to be 
able to get into the Nationals. The top 
four teams make it, right now we are 
in 4th place,” 
said. 

The Knights were quick to contest 
every shot that Roxbury took, not let- 
ting them get open shots. On the other 
end of the ball, the Knights were 
patient finding the open man, and not 
forcing bad shots. Leading the 
Knights in scoring with 15 points was 
Forward Matt Reily, who also record- 
ed a double, double. Teammates, 
Guard Joe Tardif chipped in with 13 
points along with Paul Nardiff who 


head coach Joe Tardif 


added 10 points off the bench. 

“Paul played very well, on both 
sides of the ball coming off the 
bench,” said Tardif. 

Roxbury had a difficult time keep- 
ing up with the fast play of the 
Knights, the Knights pushed the ball 
up the court not giving the Tigers any- 
time to set themselves on defense 
leading to easy shots for the Knights. 
The Knights did have trouble contain- 
ing the big men inside, but eventually 
got things under control and found a 
way to aggravate the big men down 
low. 

“Our game plan worked, we knew 
their guards were weak so we had to 
keep the ball out of the big men’s 
hands, if we did that I knew we would 
be in great shape,” said Tardif. 

Towards the end of the half the 
momentum had swung towards the 
ligers. The Tigers roared back pulling 
themselves within eight at half, with 
the score 39-31. Both teams came out 
for the second half right where they 
left off. Both came out red hot, shoot- 
ing the ball behind the arc, exchang- 
ing three-point shot for three-point 
shot, as if it was a three-point contest. 

See Knights, page 14 
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Gominfercialized 
holiday; Feb. 14 


Valentine’s Day is fast 
approaching and we’re sure that 
many people are going to go 
over their budget to get their 
special someone the “perfect 
gift” to display their love and 
affection. Why? Yes, this holi- 
day is for the sole purpose to 
celebrate the love of either your 
wife or husband, boyfriend or 
girlfriend or even a pet, but why 
celebrate with a 100 piece heart- 
shaped box of chocolates, a 
teddy bear, a dozen roses and a 
tennis bracelet? 

This holiday is truly com- 
mercialized. Is it only on this 
day, February 14, that a woman 
can receive a pair of diamond 
earrings or a man can receive a 
pair of boxer shorts decorated in 
hearts? Love should be 
expressed through emotions and 
feelings not on material objects 

This day is meant to be 


A bottle of wine, a 
fireplace and a 


romantic 
fire in the 
romantic-comedy should satisfy 


both partners because this is 


personal time just for the two of 


you. Reflect on pastimes with 
each other; the first time you 
said | love you to each other, 
your first date, the first kiss, the 
moment you shared 


The day should be 


funniest 
together. 
about the two of you, not what 
was given to each other and the 
amount of money spent on each 
other. 
“he/she’s worth every penny” 


Though we all say 
we should be saying “he/she is 
worth every minute of my time.” 

Love is so much more than 
material things and they should- 
n’t be saved for just one day. 
The “tokens of love” should be 
given just because not just 
because it’s Valentine’s Day. 

So save your money and just 
spend quality time with the one 
you love, 


just be together on 


this day of love 
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POLLY WANTS AN. 


a AT LEAST ONE OF FE 


[LLEGAL IMMIGRANTS fly THE PARROTS FROM | Ae 
Deivers LICENSE / fi) 


MEXICO GOT 


Doreen Bother, Health Education Major 
Not really, | don’t have a significant 
other, maybe next year. 


KRT photo 


Rob Cook, Business Management 
Yes, I do, more than once. I like to 
spoil my wife with flowers and dot- 
ing affection. 


Christine Paolucci, Business Major 
My husband said Valentine’s Day is 
for people that are dating, not mar- 
ried. But he still gets me some flow- 
ers and a card. 


Photos/Interviews by Brenda Bolduc 


Karina Lebron, Art Program 


Yes, I celebrate it with my boyfriend, 


we go out to dinner and celebrate. | 
buy him men’s perfume. 


Bruce Potter, Student Activities staff 
Yes, I have to, I’m married! 


Jhonatan Lantiqua, Graphic Design 
No I don’t celebrate Valentine’s Day 
because of my religion, and | think 
it’s silly, | don’t like it. 
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New England’s sports obsession 


A yearly event that 
consumes sports fans 


By BRENDA BOLDUC 
Opinion Editor 


I’m not sure 
I should be say- 
ing this. | could 
possibly be 


considered Un- 
American, but 
I’m going to say 


it anyways. 
“| don’t care who’s playing who, 
1 don’t care who wins, I have no clue 


who the players are, and I am tired of 


hearing about it on the TV, the radio 
and reading it in the newspapers.” 

If you haven’t guessed what I’m 
talking about by now, I’m telling 
you, I simply don’t give a rat’s pa- 
toot about the Super bowl. 

Yeah, you heard me right. I just 
don’t see the big deal about grown 
men that get paid way too much, run- 
ning around a field, trying to score 


' putting myself 
_ and family in 
j harm’s way, 

| maybe even 


points will a ball. Heck, I think the 
talk on the TV of this football game 
gets more viewers than the 
President’s State of the Union 
address! 

When asked by people of my 
opinion on this particular sports 
event and [| tell them | don’t care, 


Don’t start gathering the lynch- 
ing mob just yet. I do enjoy sports, I 
loved watching my kids play, but | 
think people go a tad over board just 
a bit when it comes to this certain 
yearly event, especially New 
England sports fans. 

I can’t even go out for a nice 


SSS as 


Sports fanatics probably plan their 
Super Bowl parties better than they do 


their vacations. 


their facial expression is priceless! 
You would think I just admitted to 
them that I’ve committed espionage 
against my country. 

There are people out there that 
plan weeks, months maybe even a 
year in advance on how to watch and 
celebrate a Super Bowl game. | bet 
they don’t plan their vacations as 
well as they do their Super bowl 
party! 


quiet luncheon with my mom with- 
out getting bombarded about the 
Patriots and whether or not they will 
succeed in winning another Super 
Bowl. As we’re about to leave our 
waitress asked me if I thought the 
Patriots would win and | said, “I 
hope so,” she gets all puffed up like 
a volcano about to blow and demands 
that I say, “Of course they will win,” 
rather loudly making me feel like | 


just shot someone. 

To see thousands and thousands 
of people get worked up over a game 
leaves me flabbergasted. Even the 
grocery stores come up with specials 
for the day. Football shaped cakes, 
two-for-one crackers; they even have 
special party platters. | just don’t see 
the big deal. 

My intentions aren’t to burst peo- 


ple’s bubbles, | know life is hard, 
especially with a war going on and 
this type of activity can temporarily 
get their minds off the stresses of life, 
I just wish more people got this excit- 
ed and worked up over the scientists 
that try to find the cure for AIDS, 
cancer and other deadly diseases 
each day. 
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Valentine’s Day isn’t for everyone 
wean! 253.2 peeareee 


It’s nice to have a loving companion, 
but it’s not as if we’re incomplete 
people without a lover. 


People are capable 
of being single and 
happy 


By GEOFF SHEA 
Contributing Reporter 


As a single man, the days leading 
up to Valentine’s Day tend to be a bit 
depressing. 

I see my friends with their signif- 
icant others holding hands, kissing 
and planning romantic nights togeth- 
er for V-Day. The most romantic 
thing | have planned is watching 
Nicole Kidman die in Ewan 
McGregor’s arms in Moulin Rouge. 

Single people, like me, are the 
minority this time of year. We’re 
pushed to the side and forced to see 
everyone else be in love. I look at 
my friends who are part of a couple 


and I have to ask myself if I’m out of 


the loop. It’s got me wondering: Is 
the single life “so last season?” 
My friend, Dini, and | were hav- 


ing lunch the other day, with two of 


her friends, a couple. We were dis- 
cussing television when Dini asked 
the girl if she liked a certain show. 
The girl motioned to her boyfriend 
and said, “We love that show.” -I-was 


amazed at the fact that it wasn’t 
“she” who liked the show. It was 

we.” It was as if she didn’t have her 
own identity. Instead, she was half of 
an identity. 

If you watch much television, 
you’ve probably noticed an infinite 
number of dating-based reality tele- 
vision shows. But how many “I’m 
happily single” reality shows are 
there? Even in our favorite dramas 
and sitcoms, the characters are con- 
stantly looking for their soul mates. 
Even shows like Alias, which is not 
supposed to focus on romance, has 
Jennifer Garner looking for a 
boyfriend. 

When you read books or watch 
movies, you spend two hours hoping 
the action hero will end up with the 
damsel in distress, or that the ill-fated 
lovers will be together in the end. 
It’s rare to cheer on a character who 
just wants his or her own life, free 
from love and marriage. We pity 
these characters who end up alone, 
but why? These are fictional charac- 
ters that represent us, and we’re des- 
perate for them to find a partner. 
Why? Have we become such depen- 
dent people that we can’t function 
without another person at our hip? 

During the presidential elections, 
President Bush constantly used the 
phrase “the sanctity of martiage,”, 


How to submit a letter to the Observer 
The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publi- 
cation may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off your let- 
ter in our newsroom, located in Rm. C222 in the Spurk Building. 

All letters must be signed and include a phone number for verifica- 
tion. Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor” in the sub- 
ject line or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 
Mail: Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, ant Elliott St., Haverhill, 


MA 01830 


Email: observer@necc.mass.edu (Gestheta mci “Letter to 


Editor” in subject line.) 


While the Observer attempts to publish all letters, 


usually when dismissing the idea of 
gay marriage. According to Bush, 
marriage is sacred. But to me, as a 
member of the gay community, mar- 


riage doesn’t seem so_ sacred. 
Roughly 50 percent of marriages end 
in divorce. Where does the sacred 
part come in? 


Despite this well-known statistic, 
a large majority of people still hit the 
single bars, or have on-line personal 
ads. I, myself, have been guilty of 
being involved with both. Not 
because | need to find someone, but 
because it would be nice. 

The truth is that it’s nice to have 
a loving companion. But it’s not as if 
we're incomplete people without a 
lover. It’s important to remember 
that “I” doesn’t need to become 
“We.” And even if you are single 
like me, you can always go to lunch 
with your friends. 


Yahoo.com photo 


Quotes to live by 


The right to be heard does not automatically include the right to be taken 


seriously. — Hubert Humphrey 


It was once said that the moral test of Government is how that Government treats those who are in the dawn 
of life, the children, those who are in the twilight of life, the elderly and those who are in the shadows of life, 
the sick, the needy and the handicapped. — Hubert Humphrey 


A life of reaction is a life of slavery, intellectually and spiritually. One must fight for a life of action, not reaction. 


— Rita Mae Brown 
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Is the Iraq war becoming a money pit? 
ds Nala oy ke 


Some states have been cutting benefits 
from the working poor and the 
Medicaid program to contribute to a 
war that does not provide any benefits. 


Cost-Benefit analysis 
of the Iraq war 


By GLENNYS SANCHEZ-TAVAREZ 
Contributing Reporter 


Have 
you ever 
thought the 
Iraq. war 
was wor- 
thy? Let's 


analyze this 
question 
from a cost- 
benefit 
analysis. 

If we compare the amount of 
money and lives that have been lost, 
the immediate answer would be that 
the war is not worthwhile. The first 
factor that we need to take into con- 
sideration is the multitude of projects 
(related and not related to national 
safety) that have been left behind 
because of the capital being invested 
in war expenditures. 

For example, more than $100 bil- 
lion has been spent on war instead of 
being used in health care programs, 
education funding, and other kinds of 
programs beneficial to our nation. It 
is paradoxical that thousands of kids 
in our communities cannot attend 
after-school programs while 
$5,000,000,000 are spent monthly in 
the Iraq war. 


Some states have been cutting 
benefits from the working poor and 
the Medicaid program to contribute 
to a war that does not provide any 
benefits. Certainly, George W. 
Bush’s war policy and wrong deci- 
have underminded — the 
resources need at home. 
Approximately, $100,000 are being 
expended every minute in Iraq war. 
Calculate how much _ has_ been 
expended in the past few minutes that 
you have been reading this article 

Jointly, the financial 
quences are not the only ones to be 
considered in this issue. On the other 
hand, tens of thousands of Iraqis and 
nearly 2,000 Americans soldiers are 
dead. Thousands of families around 
the world have been feeling the worst 
effect of war. The anguish of losing 
their family members and relatives. 
Also, an Arab nation has been humil- 
iated. You should not assume that the 
Iraqi election would undo the Bush 
catastrophe. It is ttemendously ironic 
that the Iraq nation needs freedom for 
the nation that promises them to be 
free. Iraq needs freedom the United 
States of American occupation. 

In short, if we measure and com- 
pare the cost of the war in Iraq (capi- 
tal that could be allocated in other 
projects that would benefit the 
American society and the lives that 
have been lost) and the benefits 
which are barely minimum 
(Acquiring a great oil preserve that in 
fact will lower the cost of gas) the 


sions 
we 


conse- 


war is not worthy at all. 

When analyzing if the Iraq war is 
worthy or not, you should not forget 
that both the United States and Iraq 
are suffering. What is the reason? 

The obsession of man who does 
not suffer the pain of war himself. 
The man who caused it is not in 
trouble! 


iAlguna vez te has preguntado 
si la guerra en Iraq vale la pena? 
Analizemos esta pregunta desde un 
analisis del costo y beneficio de la 
misma. Si comparamos la cantidad 
de dinero y vidas que se han perdi- 
do, la respuesta inmediata seria que 
esta guerra no vale la pena. El 
primer factor que debemos tomar en 
consideracion es la cantidad de 
proyectos(relacionados y no rela- 


cionados con la seguridad nacional) 
que se han dejado atras debido al 
capital que se esta invirtiendo en los 
costos de la guerra. Por ejemplo, 
mas de $100 billones se han inver- 
tido en ella en vez de ser invertidos 
en programas de salud, educacion, y 
otros tipos de programas que bene- 
ficien nuestra nacion. Es parad6xi- 
co que miles de nifos en nuestra 
comunidad no asisten a programas 
después de la esculela, mientras 
$5,000,000,000 se invierten cada 
mes en la guerra en Iraq. Incluso, 
algunos estados han reducido los 
beneficios de los trabajadores y del 
programa de Medicaid para con- 
tribuir a una guerra que no-brinda 
ningun tipo de __ beneficios. 
Ciertamente, la politica de guerra y 
las decisiones erroneas del presi- 
dente George W. Bush han dis- 
minuido los recursos que necesita 
nuestra nacion, Calcula cuanto se ha 
invertido en los Ultimos minutos en 
los que has estado leyendo este 


articulo. Aproximadamente, 
$100,000 por minuto. 
Conjuntamente, las consecuencias 
financieras no son las unicas que 
debemos tomar en consideracion en 
este asunto. Por otra parte, miles de 
iraquies y cerca de 2,000 soldados 
americanos han perdido la vida. 
Miles de familias alrededor del 
mundo han sufrido el peor efecto 
que causa la guerra: La angustia de 
perder sus seres queridos. También, 
una nacion arabe ha sido humillada. 
No asumas que las elecciones en 
Iraq deshacen la catastrofe que 
Bush ha provocado. Es enorme- 
mente ironico que la nacién Lraqui 
necesita liberarse de la nacién que 
les ofrece ser libres. Iraq necesita 
liberarse de la ocupacién norteam- 
ericana. 

En resumen, si medimos y com- 
paramos el costo de la guerra en 
Iraq(capital que pudo ser asignado a 
otros proyectos que beneficiaran a 
la sociedad Americana y las vidas 
que se han perdido) y los minimos 
beneficios (Acqusicién de una 
reserva de petréleo la cual reduciria 
los precios de los combustibles) 
esta guerra no vale la pena. Al 
analizar este asunto, usted no debe 
olvidarse que tanto Estados Unidos 
e Iraq estan sufriendo. ,Cual es la 
razon? La obsesion del hombre que 
no sufre el dolor de la guerra en 
carne propia. jEl hombre que lo 
causO simplemente no esta en 
apuros! 


Will new tecnology give us the 


eye 
ability 
Controversial issue 
on life afier death 


By BRENDA BOLDUC 


Opinion Editor 
There 
has always 
been the 


question, “is 
there life after 
death?” This 
controversial 
issue has fas- 
cinated peo- 
ple for cen- 
turies. 

Before technology came along, 
the belief in the hereafter was based 
more on a religious belief, you either 
believed in life after death or you 
didn’t, there was never any scientific 


proof. 

Also, about 100 years ago, if you 
were religious and thought to be talk- 
ing to the dead or what they assumed 
evil spirits, you would be considered 
evil and more than likely put to 
death. 

These days however, people are 
constantly exploring the idea and 
possibilities that there is life after 
death and life as we know it, doesn’t 
end after you die. That each of us has 
an energy that leaves our bodies and 
continues to exist in other ways. 

| accidentally came across a real- 
ity series on the Sci-fi channel called 
Ghosthunters. These investigators 
are located in Rhode Island, and are 
capturing unusual phenomenon all 
over New England, using all the lat- 
est hi-tech equipment. Out of curios- 
ity | visited their website called 
ghosthunters.com and [| was 
impressed with their professionalism 


Free speech: 


(KRT) The following editorial 
appeared in the San Jose Mercury 
News on Friday, Feb. 4: 

The First Amendment is a muscle 
that must be used, or it will become 
flabby. A survey of high school stu- 
dents by the John S. and James L. 
Knight Foundation reveals a frail 
Constitution: Kids are weak in 
knowledge of their rights. 

* 73 percent said they didn’t 
know how they felt about the First 
Amendment or took freedom of 
speech and the press for granted. 

* More than a third (35 percent) 


thought that the First Amendment 
goes too far in protecting rights. 

* One in six students indicated 
that people shouldn’t be allowed to 
express unpopular opinions. 

* Only half said newspapers 
should be allowed to publish freely 
without government approval of sto- 
ries. 

The apathy is alarming. Those 
who don’t understand the First 
Amendment are certainly less 
inclined to exercise it, and they'll be 
less skeptical and more easily conned 
by government officials who want to 


and seriousness on the way they con- 
ducted their investigations. These 
investigators and others are explor- 
ing all kinds of avenues on ways to 
record either by photo, tape-record- 
ing or other means in order to under- 
stand or communicate with what 
some call hauntings or ghost. 

It has been reported over the 
years that so-called ghost have been 
captured in photos. Now with the 
new technology, people that study 
the paranormal are saying it is possi- 
ble to hear the voices of the dead 
being electronically taped, actual 
conversations, The name for this is 
called Electronic Voice Phenomena 
or EVP. 

I thought I would do a bit of 
research on the Internet to find out a 
bit more information on this subject 
and what I found was pretty amazing. 
There are many websites of people 
that investigate the paranormal and 


to talk to the dead? 


display their proof on their websites. 
They have been collecting hours and 
hours of scientific data to try and 
help people understand hauntings 
and the unusual things they experi- 
ence in their homes or place of busi- 
ness. These are a few examples of 
tools the paranormal investigators 
use, thermal scanners, Geiger coun- 
ters, EMF meters, motion detectors, 
night shot video cameras, 35mm 
cameras and digital cameras, digital 
auto recorders, wireless video cam- 
eras and tape recorders. 

It seems the more technology 
advances; the more it proves that life 
after death is a possibility. Research 
is being collected and it’s pointing to 
the conclusion that in some instances 
people’s energies live on after their 
physical bodies die. Wouldn’t it be 
amazing if someday we might be 
able to contact our dead relatives and 
have conversations with them? 


Use it or lose 


twist and limit it. 

Ignorance is not kids’ fault. 
Unawareness starts at home. Parents’ 
understanding of the First 
Amendment isn’t much better. Even 
in the best of times, three out of 10 
adults believe that the First 
Amendment goes too far. That belief 
jumped to half in the months after 
Sept. 11. Talk-show hosts like Rush 
Limbaugh make good money assail- 
ing the credibility of mainstream 
journalists and of anybody who dis- 
agrees with him. 

In school, First Amendment-rich 


electives are getting left behind in the 
race to raise test scores in math and 
English. California requires three 
courses in social studies, including a 
semester course in American govern- 
ment and civics. But often, the focus 
is on specific information found on 
state history and social studies tests, 
not on broad concepts. Schools need 
to convene more discussions. of con- 
troversial issues and to promote civic 
involvement outside of class. 

The Knight survey of 100,000 
students in 544 high schools found a 
clear correlation between knowledge 


Some of the staff of the Observer 
listened to a few websites that con- 
tained some EVP recordings and 
were quite amazed at some of the 
clarity of what was being recorded. 

Of course we are skeptical, but 
the curiosity got the better of us and 
we decided to take a stroll down the 
school halls with a tape-recorded and 
see if we could capture any unusual 
taped voices. I think the only thing 
we managed to do was freak our- 
selves out with every unusual sound 
we happened to hear, and when we 
did play back our tape recorder, we 
got nothing. 

It didn’t dampen our curiosity 
however, I think we’re actually going 
to plan a trip to a grave yard, bring- 
ing with us a few of the investigative 
tools and see what we can dig up, in 
a manor of speaking. So, stay tuned 
and we'll let you know if we come up 
with anything. 


I t 

of the First Amendment and partici- 
pation in a school radio station or 
newspaper. One-quarter of schools 
no longer publish papers, and many 
of those that have dropped them are 
in poor communities. 

The exhilaration that Iraqis felt in 
voting for the first time should 
remind Americans of rights they 
often don’t appreciate. An atrophying 
First Amendment is harmful to the 
nation’s civic health. 
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Vitamins and space suits to fight illness 


Illness is one of 
the biggest threats 
during winter season 


By DusTIN LucA 
News Editor 


One of 
the biggest 
aspects . of 
winter, on 


top of the 
level of 
shoveling 
and snow 


removal it 
: introduces 
into our daily lives, is the constant 
raging threat of illness. Herniating 
20 percent of the discs in your spine 
is one thing, but not being able to 
move at all is a completely different 
issue. 

As I outlined in a previous col- 
umn I wrote, the number one thing 
that should be on your mind this 
winter, if not the only thing, is the 
necessary elements of SAFETY, 
that is if you are planning on leav- 
ing your home at some point before 
the end of April. Things like the 
common cold, the flu, bronchitis, 
pneumonia, stomach viruses, ath- 
letes foot and the bubonic plague 
are constantly everywhere in the 
outside world from the start of 
December to the conclusion of the 
winter season. 

These small elements of hideous 
torture are on the doorknobs we 
touch, and all over the salad bars 
that all of us no-carb lunatics get 
our food from. Many of the things 
listed above reside on just about all 
solid surfaces within typical human 
environments. Many of them are 
also what we call airborne, meaning 
they fly around in the air that we 


breathe and start little death 
colonies inside our lungs. 

Without sufficient equipment, 
there is no safe lifestyle during the 
winter. That is why I have decided 
to further part from my real job, 
once again, to bring you part two of 
the 2005 WINTER SURVIVAL 
GUIDE. 

Preparation is key when you 
have a set goal in mind, so let’s talk 
about what you should have done, 
and most likely didn’t do, by now. 
The key to an indestructible health 
barrier is lots of vitamins and min- 
erals. Between the months of June 


Wal-Mart or Cumberland Farms, 
but they are available elsewhere! If 
you hop onto the Internet and hit up 
Ebay for a search query on “space 
suit,” you can find real NASA suit 
replicas for anywhere from $500 to 
$9,000, and in sizes ranging from 
child to really wide adult. And 
while many of the things that I say 
are cynical and meant to be humor- 
ous,,this is NOT a joke. 

Now, for your health-prolonging 
suit of supernatural protection, you 
will need the following items: Vicks 
Vapor Rub, gloves made of asbestos 
material (“Asbestos gloves”), a 1- 
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You can find real NASA suit replicas for 
anywhere from $500 to $9,000, in sizes 
ranging from child to really wide adult. 


and December, you should work 
yourself to near toxic levels of vita- 
mins B, C, D, E, J, M and Q. Drink 
orange juice until you have taken in 
so much citric acid that your blood 
is like that of a face-hugger from the 
Alien movies. You should also 
drink enough milk so that calcium 
deposits start growing on the sur- 
face of your forehead. Continue 
this trend for a while, and by winter, 
you should be capable of success- 
fully inhaling anthrax without run- 
ning a risk of infection. 

This will protect you for the first 
few days of winter, which is about 
how long it will take you to prepare 
your next suit of unnatural levels of 
safety. For this, I have done some 
research, so everybody rejoice. A 
lot of my tips this week and last 
incorporated authentic NASA space 
suits. A space suit isn’t exactly 
something that you can pick up at 


Do you need stamps? 

What about a bus pass? 
Is there a place on campus to store my books? 
Where can | get a college ID card? 


gallon air-tight thermos full of 
orange juice of the highest vitamin 
C concentration achievable by man 
or machine, a considerably large 
rubber tube, a baseball bat and a 
small box of alcohol disinfecting 
napkins. 

This suit, unlike others of the 
past, will be a little easier to assem- 
ble. First, you will cover your 
entire body in Vicks Vapor Rub. 
Attach the thermos to the back of 
the suit, put the suit on, and run the 
tubber tube from the thermos to 
your helmet. If you have excess 
amounts of Vapor Rub still, you 
should also put some all over the 
exterior of the space suit. Then put 
the gloves on over the suit. 

The reason for the gloves being 
worn externally is because many 
germs and bacteria that cause illness 
and violent death, if not all, are 
capable of burning their way 


The answer to all these questions and more are 
found at the NECC Student Activities and Orienta- 
ord y tion Department. 
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through just about any material 
except for asbestos, which is an 
indestructible product of nature’s 
resistance to nuclear  super- 
weapons. 

Once the suit is on and taken 
care of, stuff every pocket that you 
can reach with disinfecting napkins, 
and pick up your baseball bat. Now 
you can take your screaming kids 
shopping for bread and water, once 
you assemble their suits of course. 

Once you are in 
a public area, you *® 
should try to avoid 
any and all human 
contact. Even 
though you have a 
space suit that can 
protect you from 
things like insur- 
gent car bombs, 
systems can be 
compromised from 
time to time, and 
Murphy’s Law sug- 
gests that you still, 
somehow, managed 
to screw the suit up. 
With that said, you 
shouldn’t let any- 
body approach you 
at all. If somebody 
does, then use the 
bat in self defense. 
That’s what you 
have it for. 

After that, take 
out a disinfecting 
napkin and sterilize 
your bat thorough- 
ly. ; 

Furthermore, if 
you actually drink 
as much milk as | 
suggest, it will 
appear that you 
have horns growing 
out of your fore- 
head, which should 
be a clear indica- 
tion to anybody that 
you are not a force 


to be reckoned with. 

With this line-up, you should 
have no health problems at all for 
most of this winter. Individuals 
with health-lacking eyes will 


quizzically gaze upon you and won- 
der, what exactly is that person’s 
secret? 

Save this 
start stapling 
phone poles. 


guide, and next year, 
copies of it to tele- 


Yahoo! Images photo 


Spring 2005 
College Photo 1.D. Schedule 


Student Activities & Orientation 
Haverhill Campus, D-117 
1/24 to 2/11 walk-in 


“IF THE SCHEDULED HOURS CONFLICT WITH YOUR SCHEDULE, PLEASW CALL STUDENT 
ACTIVITTES & ORIENATION 978-556-3731 TO MAKE AN INDIVIDUAL APPOINTMENT. THANK YOU. 


) 
@._ You'll find balloons, bus passes, stamps, discount 


>* movie tickets and more, all at low prices, you may 
even get a free meal, just for stopping by! 


Student Activities & 


Orientation 


Haverhill-Monday — Friday-9am “ 4pm 
Lawrence-Monday —Thursday-9am— 2pm 
Evenings by appointment only. 


Haverhill Campus — Sport & Fitness Center, D117 
Lawrence Campus — Dimitry Building Room 133 


Tel: 978 556 3731 | 
Or check us at on the web at: 


http:/www.necc.mass.edu/student/student_activities.shtm| 


area businesses for discounts. 


College Id’s good at many 


Student Activities & Orientation 


Department at 978-556-3731. A part of the 
College Life and Healthy Living Unit, 
Division of Enrollment Management and 
Student Services, To request a sign language 


You 


interpreter please call 
978-556-3897 {V/TTY). 


Monday, 1/24 
Tuesday, 1/25 
Wednesday, 1/26 
Thursday, 1/27 
Friday, 1/28 


Monday, 1/31 
Tuesday, 2/1 
Wednesday, 2/2 
Thursday, 2/3 
Friday, 2/4 
Wednesday, 2/9 
Thursday, 2/10 
Friday, 2/11 


9-1 & 2-4 ] 
9-1 & 2-4 
8-10am 
9-1 & 5-7 
9-1 & 5-7 
10-1 & 5-7 
10-1 

5-7 

10-1 

10-1 

9-1 & 5-7 
10-1 & 5-7 
2-4 


EY YOU... 


It’s time to get your Photo 
ID card. 
will need it to use the 


Computer Lab. 
Please make sure to bring your 
current class schedule. 
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National gees 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Little information on flight 
data recorder of jet that 
crashed in New Jersey 


TETERBORO, -N.J. (AP)-A 
Chicago-bound corporate jet that shot 
off a runway and crashed into a ware- 
house was found to have little infor- 
mation on its flight data recorder, dis- 
appointing investigators. 

A National Transportation Safety 
Board team has found no evidence so 
far that ice was present on the jet when 
it crashed during an aborted takeoff 

fednesday morning at Teterboro 
Airport, injuring 20 people, one criti- 
cally. 

The plane's flight data recorder 
held only 10 seconds of data, not near- 
ly enough to tell what went wrong. 

“We're disappointed," safety 
board member Debbie Hersman said 
Thursday night. “We thought we were 
going to have a lot more data to play 
out." From the time the plane began 
accelerating until it struck the ware- 
house, 43 seconds elapsed, she said. 


Bush on five-state swing to 
push for new Social 
Security reform 


OMAHA, Neb. (AP)}-In a cam- 
paign-style road trip, President Bush is 
pressuring Democrats in five states to 
back his idea of allowing younger 
workers to open private Social 
Security retirement accounts-an idea 
that even Republicans say is ~’politi- 
cally risky." 

Bush was to hold Social Security 
events Friday in Nebraska, Arkansas 
and Florida, following stops Thursday 
in North Dakota and Montana. Each 
state, which Bush won in 2004, is rep- 
resented in the Senate by at least one 
Democrat who GOP strategists think 
might back Bush's plan. 

To nudge Congress into action, 
Bush laughed off the idea that the ven- 
erable Social Security system never 
should be changed. 

“1 campaigned on this issue,” the 
president said at a sports arena at North 
Dakota State University. ‘Some were 
saying, ‘Oh, don't talk about the issue. 
It's the third rail of Amencan politics. If 
you touch it, you know, you become 
politically electrocuted.” 


Massachusetts jury 
resumes deliberations in 
case against Paul Shanley 


CAMBRIDGE, Mass. (AP}A 
jury resumed deliberating the fate of 
defrocked priest Paul Shanley on 
Friday, weighing conflicting views on 
the repressed memones his accuser 
said came to him decades after the sex- 
ual abuse allegedly took place. 

The jurors received the case 
Thursday aftemoon and deliberated 
for 30 minutes before the judge sent 
them home for the day. They retumed 
to Middlesex Superior Court on 
Friday. 

The accuser said his memones of 
the abuse were repressed for 20 years 
and then resurfaced when the Boston 
church abuse scandal broke in 2002. 

But Shanley's lawyer, Frank 
Mondano, said in his closing argument 
Thursday that they were false memo- 
nes that were planted by a frend, who 
also had accused Shanley of abuse, 
and then were exploited by attomeys 
who filed a lawsult. 
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Andrew Woolf speaks 
forever through his music 


Continued from page | 


of inspiration to countless lives 
not only on campus, but also around 
the world. In his life, Woolf found 
himself performing at festivals, cof- 
fee shops, and weddings all across 
the United States and in many coun- 
tries around the world. 

“Andrew Woolf was an excellent 
musician and an excellent music 
teacher... just a great guy and a great 
friend, extremely talented,” said 
Michael Finegold, a Performing Arts 
professor on campus. “I called him 


to play an Irish Breakfast for one of 


the [Democratic National 
Convention] parties... | would play 
the flute and he would play the vio- 
lin, but Andy said he didn't want to 
be near Boston because of the traf- 
fic.” He paused, laughing lightly. 
“He was a very concerned person 
with the traffic from the DNC.” 
“Andy was a delight. After get- 
ting to know him at NECC, | had the 
great pleasure of hearing him play 
the fiddle at the Lowell Folk Festival 
and I attended a few of his gigs at 
local coffee houses,” said Judith 
Kamber, 
Faculty and Staff Development. “On 


Director of the Office of 


several occasions, 
Andy entertained fac- 
ulty and staff at our 
annual Kindred Spirits 
event. Andy played 
multiple instruments, 
impersonated famous 
people, and made 
impressionistic sounds 
of instruments with his 
voice. He will be 
tremendously missed 
by the college commu- 
nity.” 

“He could mimic a- Wah-Wah 
Trumpet in Jazz said 
Finegold. “He knew a lot of humor- 
ous songs, and was very entertain- 
ing... he always made the humorous 
CDs and music, while | always 
played the more serious jazz... he 
recently told me he was studying to 
be a better ukulele player. He was a 
real resource for folk music.” 

Woolf's musical career started 
back in the sixth grade, when he was 
a violinist for a school orchestra. 

“| was never very good, and did- 
n't like to practice,” said Woolf in a 
recent interview. 


style,” 


“He's come to music classes at 
times and done music demos for stu- 


“He was a 


dents,” 
very big contributor to the faculty 


said Finegold. 


here at Northern Essex... now that 
the music program has expanded, 
[Woolf's death] loss. He 
would've been great to do a folk 
music course.” 

While urging musicians to never 
take anything for granted, 
often attributed his love and vast 
appreciation for music to the fact that 
anything can change overnight. 

“One night, the audience at a 
show couldn't care less about the 
music you're playing,” said Woolf, 
“but the next night you could have 
thousands of screaming fans listen- 
ing to your every note.” 


is a 


High school students 
earn college credits 


NECC program 
offers credits before 
students graduate 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Editor 


Northern Essex is a proud partic- 
ipantin of the Tech Prep Program, an 
educational system which allows 
high school students to earn both 
high school and college credits. 
NECC arranges articulation agree- 
ments with local technical high 
schools and evaluates courses taken 
by the student. The college helps the 
teacher to create a 


curriculum that 
meets the college’s 
requirements. 


“This is an enor- 
mous benefit for stu- 
dents in the Tech 
Prep Program,” 
NECC Tech Prep 
Coordinator Gerri 
Girgenti said. “The 
students sign up at 
the end of their 
sophomore year so 
during their junior 
and senior year they can take courses 
comparable to the courses at 
Northern Essex. For those two years 
in high school they could earn up to 
nine college credits. They save on 
their tuition and their time.” 

This program has proven to be 
very beneficial for the students who 
take advantage of it. The students are 
able to get a jumpstart in their higher 
educational schooling before they 
graduate high school. 

“The Tech Prep Program is a 
wonderful opportunity for students to 


earn credits that go towards their high 
school diploma as well as college 
credits for their degree or certificate,” 
Director of the Center for Adult and 
Alternative Studies Cindy Therrien 
said. 

Students will earn their credits in 
high school and will not have to 
repeat those courses in college. The 
Tech Prep Program not only benefits 
students but it also benefits the col- 
lege. Students usually continue their 
higher education at the school they 
received credits from as well as to 
ear their associates degree where 
they then go on to a four-year col- 
lege. With this in mind, NECC is 
constantly trying to attract new 
agreements from different high 
schools as well as reviewing and 
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The Tech Prep Program is a wonderful 
opportunity for students to earn credits 
that go towards their high school 49 
diploma as well as college credits... 

-Cindy Therrien 


updating expired agreements to help 
boost the enrollment. 

“We attract new agreements by 
developing a good working relation- 
ship with the high school Tech Prep 
Coordinators. | often meet with them 
as well as keep in contact via the tele- 
phone and email,” Girgenti said. 

NECC is constantly trying to 
expand the program to other schools 
as well. 

“We are expanding the geograph- 
ical reach by exploring articulation 
agreements with Southern New 
Hampshire high schools. Currently 


this would be Salem High School and 
Timberlane Regional,” Girgenti said. 

Northern Essex also develops 
relationships with high schools they 
recognize as “feeder” schools, which 
are high schools whose students tend 
to “feed” into NECC. 

“Are biggest feeder schools are 
Gr. Lawrence Technical Schools and 
Whittier. Because they are close, we 
have a high percentage of their kids 
enroll at NECC,” Girgenti explained. 

“A lot of our students live in 
urban areas that are economically 
depressed. This program is like a 
scholarship. They can save between 
$300 - $1,000 on their tuition,” 
Therrien commented. 

The Tech Prep Program has been 
a success thus far as it has awarded 
161 credits to tech 
prep students 
enrolled in the 
2004, which is 
also an. increase 
from the year 
before. © NECC 
also currently has 
agreements 
with various high 
schools such as 
Amesbury High 
5. €. BP A. 0,4, 
Chelmsford High 
School, Greater Lowell Vocational 
Tech, Greater Lawrence Tech, 
Whittier Regional Vocational Tech, 
Shawsheen Valley Tech and Triton 
Regional High School. 

“The students are a pleasure to 
have in the classroom. The faculty 
loves the Tech Prep Students. They 
are so focused and dedicated to their 
work,” Therrien said. 

For more information on the 
Tech Prep Program at NECC contact 
Gern Girgenti at 978-556-3308 or 
visit her in room B-114. 


Woolf 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Japan confimms first 
case of human mad 
cow disease 


TOKYO (AP)—Japan con- 
firmed Friday its first human case 
of mad cow disease—a develop- 
ment likely to further alarm a pub- 
lic skittish about food safety and 
complicate U.S. efforts to lift 
Tokyo's yearlong ban on 
American beef imports. 

The Health Ministry said the 
man, who died, had probably con- 
tracted the fatal brain-wasting ill- 
ness during a month-long visit in 
1989 to Britain. Humans are 
thought to contract the disease by 
eating infected beef. 

We believe it is highly likely 
that he contracted the disease dur- 
ing his visit to Britain," Masahito 
Yamada, an expert from a min- 
istry panel on the disease, told 


reporters. 
But the panel's _ head, 
Tetsuyuki Kitamoto, said, “we 


cannot completely rule out that 
the patient may have contracted 
the disease in Japan." 

Yamada said the man, who 
was not identified for privacy rea- 
sons, may have eaten contaminat- 
ed parts during his stay in Britain, 
where most such human infec- 
tions have occurred. He also said 
the man had no history of receiv- 
ing blood transfusions—another 
way the disease can be transmit- 
ted. 


Iraqi presidential election 
returns show Shiite ticket 
rolling up strong lead 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP)}—A 
new, partial tally of votes Friday 
from Iraq's landmark elections 
showed a Shiite coalition whose 
leaders have close ties to Iran rolling 
up a strong lead over other tickets, 
including that of interim Prime 
Minister Ayad Allawi. 

The United Iraqi Alliance, 
which has the endorsement of Iraq's 
top Shiite clerics, won more than 
two-thirds of the 3.3 million votes 
counted so far, the election commis- 
sion said. Allawi's ticket was running 
second with more than 579,700 
votes. 

The new election figures repre- 
sented partial retums from 10 of 
Iraq's 18 provinces, said Hamdiyah 
al-Husseini, an election commission 
official. All 10 provinces have heavy 
Shiite populations, and the Alliance 
had been expected to run strong in 
those areas. 

For example, the returns includ- 
ed the 15 percent of votes in Basra 
provinces counted and certified so 
far, and 80 percent tallied in the less 
densely populated Muthanna 
province. Votes from 35 percent of 
the more than 5,200 polling centers 
around the country have been count- 
ed, al-Husseini said. 

No returns have been released 
from mainly Sunni provinces north 
and west of the capital. Sunni Arabs 
are believed to have stayed away 
from the polls in large numbers _ 
either out of fear of retaliation or 
anger at a vote held while U.S. troops 
are in the country. 
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Wellness & Fitness 
Center offers many 
options 


The Wellness and Fitness 
Center is welcoming all students, 
staff and faculty to their open 
house Feb. 14 from 1] a.m. to | 
p.m. The Wellness and Fitness 
Center wants to prove that it has a 
lot to offer to its members such as 
free weights, universal gyms, 
treadmills and stairmasters. 

During the open house the 
Wellness and Fitness Center will 
be offering free food, free mem- 
bership and a free t-shirt to the first 
100 people to visit. 

NECC’s gym is also now 
offering students a personal trainer 
for $50 a semester. 

The trainer and the student 
will meet twice a week and discuss 
to create and meet personal fitness 
goals. 

This program is supervised by 
Rob Parker. For more information 
call him at ext. 3823 or stop by the 
Wellness and Fitness Center, room 
D-133. 


Scholarship offered 
to liberal arts 
students 


A $500 scholarship is being 
offered to liberal arts students. 

The scholarship is for those 
who resides in the Merrimack 
Valley, are currently enrolled in a 
liberal arts program at NECC, 
completed|2 or more credits in 
the program and have a GPA of 
3.2 or better. 

The scholarship does require 
a 200-500 word essay submitted 
with the application form. 

Applications are available in 
the Financial Aid Office. All 
applications are due by April 1. 


Group to discuss 
the Iraq War 


The Contemporary Affairs 
club is holding a forum to discuss 
the war in Iraq. The club invites 
and encourages all students to 
join in on the discussion and to 
share ideas. 

The meeting will be held 
Wed. Feb. 9 in room C-110 at 
noon, 


Daffodils for cancer 


The American Cancer 
Society is bringing to the college 
Daffodil Days. This is a 


fundraiser that supports pro- 
grams of research, education, 
advocacy and service to cancer 
patients. 

For a bouquet of ten daf- 
fodils the price is $7, for a vase 
the price is $7 and for the Gift of 
Hope the price is $20, $50, $75 
or $100. The Gift of Hope also 
brings flowers to cancer patients 
in the hospital. 

For more information con- 
tact Sue Smulski at ext. 3813 or 
stop by in room A-205. 

Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please email information to 
observer@nece.mass.edu Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


MassPIRG raises money for 
tsunami victims in India 


Volunteers work bake 


sale to help reach 
their goal of $400 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Editor 


Tsunami relief efforts are grow- 
ing strong on campus. MassPIRG 
has started a new project directed to 
raise money to help bring fresh, 
clean drinking water to India after 
the country was devastated Dec. 26. 
MassPIRG will give all the money 
they raise to OXFAM Poverty Relief 
Group. 

“With our money the group is 
going to purchase water storage 
tanks to hold fresh water. [India has] 
no fresh water, which can cause dis- 
ease and infection,” MassPIRG 


Coordinator Jess Thomson said. 
MassPIRG hopes to bring in a 

substantial amount of money so they 

can relieve those in India and relieve 


Clean-up Coordinator 


Julie 
MassPIRG Coordinator Jess Thomson and 
volunteer Jill Fotino stand behind the table 2d the 
filled with food and ready to raise money. 


their thirst and other needs with un- 
tampered water. 

“Our goal is to raise at least $400 
today and with other fundraisers,” 
MassPIRG Clean-up Coordinator 
Julie Turner said during a bake sale 
held in the C-building lobby last 
Wednesday. 

MassPIRG volunteers brought in 
various types of goodies, coffee and 
hot chocolate for students, staff and 
faculty to purchase. There were no 
set prices for each of the items; all 
that was asked was a donation. 

“Whatever people give us [as a 
donation] is great,” said Thomson. 

During the past week MassPIRG 
has sent representatives to different 
classrooms to recruit new volunteers. 
Jill Fotino had a more personal rea- 
son to join the group. 

“IT was in an airport in Manila, 
the capital of the Philippines, getting 
ready to leave when a huge alarm 
went off. I think it was just a drill, 
like a fire drill in school, in case a 
tsunami hit. We went through the 
tsunami safety procedures,” Fotino 
said. 

It was this 
personal experi- 
ence that 
inspired Fotino 
to get involved. 
She is in her first 
semester at 
NECC and hopes 
to continue her 
involvement in 
the group. 

Guadalupe 


Rodriguez was 
also standing 


behind the table 
of goodies as a 


volunteer 


Lauren Carroll photo Rp 54; iguez is 
another newly 


Turner, 


recruited 
ber of the group 
bake 


sale was her first 


mem- 


event that she’s 


Dustin Luca photo 


Volunteer Jill Fotino collects donations from 
hungry students in the C-building lobby. 


attended. 
“PIL do as ican: 
Rodriguez said with much enthusi- 


much as 


asm. 

In the midst of a new semester, 
MassPIRG is reaching out to stu- 
dents and inviting them to join their 
team and so far their efforts have 
been a big success. 

“We have already recruited about 
200 people from our recruitment 
drive. It’s coming along very well,” 
said Thomson. “We already have 
them working. A lot are involved in 
a letter writing campaign for energy 
conservation for [State 
Representative Barbara] L’Italian” 


The group already has plenty of 


earth and environmental saving 
events planned for the spring semes- 
ter, 

“We want to get people together 
for the hunger and homelessness 
campaign in Lawrence. We hope to 
raise $1,000 to get roofs over peo- 


ple’s heads and food on their tables,” 


Turner explains. “We are going to 
hold a walk-a-thon, a raffle and try to 
coordinate a party to benefit the cam- 
paign. We are hoping to get many 
people [during recruitment]. We 
need all the help we can get. 
Volunteers are greatly appreciated.” 

When the bake sale came to an 
end Wednesday afternoon, the group 
felt very satisfied with the results. 

“We had about ten volunteers 
show up and bring food and we 
$180,” said a_ satisfied 
Thomson 


raised 


For more information on this 
group or to get involved a general 
meeting will be held 
Wednesday, Feb. 16 at 2 p.m. in 
room C-109 at the Haverhill campus. 


interest 


For those unable to attend this meet- 
ing there will be an information table 
set up in the C-building lobby. There 
will also be a meeting at the 
Lawrence campus Friday, Feb. 18 at 


2 p.m. in the main lounge. 


Contemporary Affairs Club 
elects new leaders for spring 


Club discusses plans 


for this semester ina 


recent meeting 


By DusTIN LucA 
News Editor 


On Wednesday, Feb. 2, the 
Contemporary Affairs Club met for 
the first time this semester to appoint 
a new club President and Vice 
President, while also going over 
plans and brainstorming discussion 
forums for the semester ahead. 

NECC student Brandon Cote 
was nominated and selected as the 
new President. As president, Cote 
plans to push plans and actions for 


what is referred to as “The 495 
Project,” a project that will place a 
traffic light at the location of an off- 
ramp that connects route 495 to route 
110 in Haverhill. This very intersec- 
tion has shown to be a traffic trouble 
spot, especially after an accident last 
year that left one dead and others 
injured, Another role Cote will be 
performing as President of the 
Contemporary Affairs Club is repre- 
sentative of the Contemporary 
Affairs Club at Student Senate meet- 
ings. 

NECC student Elaine Almquist 
was selected to hold the position of 
Vice President, a role established to 
replace the role of the President, 
should the President of the club ever 
be unable to fulfill his duties. 

Along with electing new leader- 


ship for the club, members also took 
time at the meeting to discuss plans 
for the semester ahead. 

“We had ideas for 
forums,” said Stephen Russell, facul- 
ty advisor of the Contemporary 
Affairs Club, in an email distributed 
to members of the club. “War in 
Iraq; Gay Marriage; Morals and 
Law; Civil Rights... we decided that 
the war in Iraq was our highest prior- 
ity and we would hold a forum [cov- 
ering this topic first].”. The sched- 
uled time for the discussion on the 
current War in Iraq is at 12:00 p.m. 
Wed., Feb. 9 in C-110. 
“Anyone is invited to present a posi- 
tion.” 

“We also have invited members 
of the local legislative delegation and 
other officials to meet with the club. 


several 


room 


So far Rep. Harriet Stanley, Sen. 
Susan Tucker and Haverhill Mayor 
Jim Fiorentini have expressed a 
desire to come. Firm dates will be 
arranged,” said Russell. 
Additionally, the club plans on 
taking a trip to the State House and to 
take a walking historic tour of 
Lawrence, according to Russell. 
Plans are also in effect to have a 
Holocaust survivor speak to the club 
and to assist in relief activities for 


tsunami victims through any 
fundraisers occurring within the 
community. 


For -further information regard- 
ing future Contemporary Affairs 
Club events and meetings, refer to 
any of the “NECC Information” 
boards displayed throughout campus. 
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NECC honors 
program strengthens 
with new interests 


By Tim McCALL 
Features Editor 


i 


Like most 
schools through- 
out the country, 
NECC also has 
an honors pro- 
gram. Many 
students believe 
that a communi- 
ty college would 
not have an honors program; 
they could not be any further 
from the truth. 

To qualify as part 
of the honors pro- 
gram a GPA of 3.5 or 
higher is required. 
For those with a GPA 
not as high, request- 
ing a proposal sheet 
from a teacher from a 
course taken to be a 
mentor and work 


8 


with the student to do an honors 
project is recommended. With 
the faculty currently on work-to- 
rule, some faculty members may 
not want to be a mentor. Project 
proposals are due Feb. 11. 

The program is not limited to 
only full time students; part time 
students are welcome to join the 
program as well. 

Jennifer Grifone been 
attending NECC for three years 
as a part-time student. She has 
already completed one honors 
project with her microbiology 


has 


class and plans on doing another 
one semester with her 
developmental psychology 


this 


class. 


at joined the Honors 


SR yl pe rs m= 


I joined the Honors Program to look 
smart and to get ahead. 


-Jennifer Grifone 


Program to look smart and to get 
ahead,” said Grifone. 

The honors projects are 10- 
15 page research papers or, for 
an alternative, a-creative project 
with equal work effort. Once the 


project is complete, the student © 


has to present their work to the 
honors program board. 
Currently this semester the 
honors program class is having a 
literature class on King Arthur. 
The class goes into detail of the 
variations of the story of King 
Arthur throughout history and 
analyzes them. Ginger Hurajt, 
who is also the faculty supervi- 
sor of the honors program at 
NECC, teaches this course. For 
each semester there is usually a 
different pro- 
fessor teach- 
ing the honors 
program 


class. 

The bene- 
fits. Of) the 
honors  pro- 


gram are very 
rewarding. 
Students in 


Photo courtesy of Ginger Hurajt 


Honors Program cordinator Ginger 
Hurajt with student Andrew Lucies. 


the program can apply for a 
$1,000 scholarship; students 
also get their own special pri- 
vate lounge in the C-building. In 
the lounge there is a computer, 
printer, couches and a set of 
encyclopedias. 


Other benefits 
include having com- 
petitive advantage 
over other students 
who did not do the 
program. Going on 
field trips each year as 
well as being invited 
to campus events such 
as dress rehearsals to 
the plays put on in the 
Top Notch Theater is 
another added benefit. 

If for some reason 
throughout the semes- 
ter the workload gets 
whelming 
students may not do a 
project without any 
negative influence on 
their GPA. 

"Your grades come 
first, if you cannot 
complete the project 
we understand," Hurajt said. 

The honors program is 
offered every semester. Hurajt is 
responsible for contacting those 
who qualify for the program, 
usually by mail. 


too over 


Nader speaks out against the war | 


Nader campaign 
returns for a post 
election rally 

By Tim McCALL 


Features Editor 


Ralph Nader, former indepen- 
dent presidential nominee, 
brought his campaign to the First 
Unitarian Parish Church — in 
Cambridge on Saturday, Jan. 29. 
The event was sponsored by 
Ralph Nader himself and brought 
speakers together to voice their 
disgust with the Iraq War and cor- 
porations’ interest in government. 

Carl Mayer a native Bostonian 
turned New Jersey lawyer and 
friend of Nader was the MC of the 
event. Mayer spoke briefly about 
how he attended a Vietnam War 
protest with his father at the age 
of five and from then on he decid- 
ed to be politically active. Mayer 
also spoke about how the world 
showcased how connected it real- 
ly was with the recent support of 
the tsunami victims in Asia. 

"We cannot rely on_ the 
Democratic party to get what we 
want," Mayer said about the 
recent loss for Democratic presi- 
dential nominee John Kerry. 

The next speaker of the event 
was Patrick Ayers, a UMass 
Boston student who is a member 
of the city's chapter of Socialist 
Alternative. 

Ayers recapped the Iraq War 
Protest in December, reminding 
the audience that the real fight is 
the millions against the million- 
aires. After he had completed his 
speech Ayers introduced Vietnam 
War Veteran Michael Duffy. 

Duffy fought in the Vietnam 
War in the 1960's only to return 


home a different individual. He, 
like many of the veterans, joined 
the fight against the war. Duffy is 
now a member of the Veterans For 
Peace Organization. 

VFPO is sponsoring, through- 
out the month of February, veter- 
ans speaking out against the Iraq 
War. Veterans from many of the 
nation’s past wars include the Iraq 
War and family members with 
both deceased members of 
their families and family 
members against the war 
with living soldiers in their 
family. The first of these 
meetings was Jan. 30, in 
Faneuil Hall in Boston. 

"They say if you earn 
respect people will listen 
to you. If that is true this 
man has earned 

respect for 
lifetimes. Ladies and gen- 
tlemen, Howard Zinn," 
Duffy said. 

Howard Zinn is one of 
the most influential figures 
in the anti-war and anti- 
corruption movement dur- 
ing the past 30 years. Zinn, 
a former Boston College 
history professor, wrote 
the book, “The Peoples 
History of the United 
States,” a history textbook 
that attempts to showcase 
the events that typical 
American history books leave out. 

"Thank you for standing up, 
normally when | enter a room 
people leave," Zinn said to the 
crowd. 

Zinn spoke about the growth 
of the anti-war movement. With 
the latest poll numbers saying 50 
percent of the nation is now 
against the war, Zinn is correct. 
Zinn pointed out examples all 
across the country of people tak- 
ing a stand against the war. One 


next 


enough two 


Political 


example was in New Orleans on 
inauguration day: 1,500 people 
attended a jazz festival and 
blocked out the swearing-in by 
blowing hard into their instru- 
ments. Another example was stu- 
dents at a Seattle Community 
College circled a_ military 
recruiter and intimidated him 
until he left the school's campus. 

Zinn also expressed that with 


Samantha Samuel photo 


activist Ralph Nader 
addressing the youth. 


the population growing more anti- 
war every day the leaders we elect 
should show the same view as the 
people they were elected by. This 
is hardly the case; many of our 
leaders are still pro-war. Congress 
will be the last to become anti- 
war, Zinn stated. Like Congress, 
Zinn pointed out that the main- 
stream media is still pro-war. 
"Eighty percent to 95 percent 
of all mainstream media is still in 
support of the war,” said Zinn 


about the major newspapers and 
news networks on TV all across 
the country. 

This point was proven by the 
fact that no TV news reporters 
were seen outside or inside the 
event. 

After Zinn completed his 
speech, musician Patti Smith took 
to the podium. Smith has always 
been political with her songs. 
Following Sept. 11 she dedicat- 
ed herself to the anti-war cause 
that followed. Smith spoke 
briefly about her disgust with 
the war in Iraq. 

"We must gather in numbers. 
We must gather to build a global 
anti-war community," — said 
Smith. 

Following her speech, Smith 
performed a three-song acoustic 
set. The songs she played were 
"Grateful" and "People Have the 
Power." Smith read one song's 
lyrics titled "Radio Baghdad," a 
14-minute anti-war piece, as if it 
were a poem. 

Shortly after performing, 
Smith introduced Ralph Nader 
to the crowd. 

Nader opened up his speech 
talking about how the anti-war 
movement is growing and must 
continue to grow. 

"The forces of justice work 
24 hours a day and never take a 
day off,” said Nader. 

Nader explained in his opin- 
ion too much of the budget is 
going towards the war. One half 
of America's spending is currently 
going toward the war. Nader sug- 
gests that instead of the war, 
America's money should be spent 
on feeding the nation’s poor. 

"Lack of funds is killing 
Americans," Nader said. 

Nader also spoke about how 
America is really fighting an 
enemy they trained over in Iraq. 


In 1979 the U.S. and the UK fund- 
ed Iraq, trained Iraq's army and 
gave equipment to invade Iran to 
stop the communist leaders from 
taking power. Iraq then thought 
they could use the same supplies 
to take back Kuwait since for 
most of its history it belonged to 
Iraq. 

Not only is the Iraqi army a 
product of the United State's own 
doing, Congress never declared 
war on Iraq. President Bush 
declared war on. Iraq, which is 
unconstitutional, making the war 
illegal since only Congress has 
the ability to declare war on an 
enemy. James Madison argued for 
the Congress's approval with war 
because he felt that war without a 
mass agreement would not be 
morally correct. 

After speaking out against the 
war, Nader spoke about the large 
influence corporations have on 


government leaders. Nader 
strongly feels influential law 
schools such as Harvard are 


teaching their own students to 
work for the corporations and not 
for the people. 

Nader also spoke out against 
the biases of mainstream media. 
He strongly feels that not enough 
of the coverage is about real 
events at home and the media isn't 
exposing enough scandal with its 
corporate leaders and asking any 
of the right questions frequently 
enough. In closing, Ralph Nader 
left the young people in the audi- 
ence with advice. 

"Do not waste your 20's, these 
are your creative years. Sure, as 
you get older you'll get mature 
and wiser, but in your 20's you are 
the most creative so do not waste 
them trying to fix something you 
should have gotten over in your 
teens," Nader concluded. 


Page 9 NECC Observer Feb. 9, 2005 


NECC students nominated for their acting 
performances at American college theater festival 


Seven NECC 
students among 
hundreds nominated 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The last 

week in January 
brought students 
from all over 
New England to 
Providence, RI 
for the Kennedy 
Center American 
College Theater 
: ‘ Festival. 
NECC was very proud to have 
seven students nominated. They were 
Allan Mayo and Gina Kattar from 
last spring’s production of “The 
Mouse Trap.” Ozan Haksever and 
Tina Sheehan from the one act plays 
presented last spring, and finally 
Jenney Richards, Emily Mooers, and 
Mike Zuccola from last fall’s produc- 
tion of “Blood Brothers.” 

When the production is entered 
into the KCACTF, respondents, or 
professors from other colleges in the 
region come to NECC to watch and 
critique their productions. NECC 
theater professors Jim Murphy and 
Susan Sanders also go to other col- 
leges to critique their works. 

These respondents watch the 
shows and find out what worked and 
what didn’t in the production. 

After getting nominated to be in 
the festival, the nominees from 


momen 


a 


5 ek 


Susan Sanders photo 


Jenney Richards (left) was nominated for her part as 


Mrs. Johnstone in 


last falls 


“Blood Brothers.” 


Richards made it to the semi-finals 


NECC worked with Jim Murphy to 
find scenes and monologues to per- 
form. They can pick just about any- 
thing from classical to contemporary 
and everything in between. There are 
some restrictions, but some schools 
have been known to cheat a little bit. 
They would cut the scenes or even 
add their own lines to the play. 

In round one, which is the pre- 
liminaries, nominees present one 
scene that is three minutes or less. 
The first round has 214 nominees 
from all over colleges in New 
England. Out of that only 36 go to 


the semi finals. 

Allan Mayo and Mike Zuccola 
from NECC made it to the semifi- 
nals. It is an amazing accomplish- 
ment to beat out over 175 other stu- 
dents. 

In the semifinals two five minute 
scenes are performed. 

Finally out of the 36 semifinalists 
16 are chosen to go to the finals. In 
the finals two scenes only one mono- 
logue is performed. Congratulations 
goes out to Mike Zuccola who made 
it into the final round. 

Besides all the performances stu- 


dents are able to go to many different 
workshops from Shakespeare, light- 
ing, set design and many more. 

According to NECC professor 
Susan Sanders it was almost better 
for students not to make it to the 
finals because then they had more 
time to take advantage of all the fes- 
tival had to offer. 

NECC professor Jim Murphy 
even had the chance to direct a one 
act play. Their plays called 5/10’s 
were all written by students, and 
some were even directed by students. 


These short plays had auditions on 
Thursday and were performed on 
Saturday. The short time was 
exhausting. The days began early in 
the morning and didn’t finish until 
after midnight. 

“We are very glad we've gone, 
but it was very exhausting.” said 
Sanders. 

Once again congratulations goes 
out to all seven NECC finalists. Just 
one more reason to catch an NECC 
stage production. 


Susan Sanders photo 


Mike Zuccola (left) was nominated for this performance 
in “Blood Brothers.” He made it all the way to the finals. 


Join the NECC Top Notch Players for 


IMPROV NIGHT 


Come Watch or Join In!!! 


in the Top Notch Theater 


Not for Children 


Wednesday Feb 16 at 7:00pm 


al 
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Independent band, Low, releases 7th album 
‘The Great Destroyer’ with a different sound 


By Tim MCCALL 
Features Editor 


On Jan. 25, 
the Minnesota 
independent rock 
band known as 


}. Low released their 
7th full length 
album, “The Great 
Destroyer,” on Sub Pop Records. 
Unlike all their previous efforts “The 
Great Destroyer” finds Low in a new 
rock-sounding direction despite the 
sound of their other albums. 

“The Great Destroyer’s” new 
rock’n’roll sound is a wonderful 
record with a mix tape feel to it since 
the songs do not flow from one to the 
other. This could be due to the fact 


that Sparhawk and Parker’s vocals 
are produced by producer Dave 
Fridmann in different tones than the 


ties. 


In 2002, Rolling Stone labeled 
Low in the “Ten of the Best, 
From Under the Radar.” 


ballad true to the original 
Low sound. 
“When I Go Deaf” is 


definitely a stand-out 


track. 
Another stand-out 
track is “Death of a 


Salesman.” In this song 
Sparhawk sings about the 
unknown future for a 
musician and the pressure 
from his friends telling 
him to go back to school. 
At first it sounds like typi- 
cal Low, but after the intro 
the song goes into a much 
more rock’n’ roll sound. 


Regardless of the 


Karl Raschke photo sound of the new album, 


usual way that can be heard on previ- 
ous ablums. It is not a stretch to say 
they do not even sound like the tradi- 
tional Low on some songs from the 
new album. This is evident on the 
second track “California.” 

Sparhawk and the rest of the 
band have a very upbeat sound on the 
track. 

The typical sound of Low can be 
found on the new album on the track 
“When I Go Deaf.” 


Parker harmonize together for a slow 


Sparhawk and 


Low is famous in the underground 
rock scene for being one of the most 
popular bands to use the soft and 
slow sound in their songs. 

In 2002 Rolling Stone labeled 
Low in the “Ten of the Best, From 
Under the Radar.” 

The band never exploded with 
fame, but they were finally given the 
critical acclaim and inspiration they 
deserve. 

One band they have inspired 


over the years is the Icelandic band 


Sigur Ros. 

Over the years some of Low’s 
songs have been often thought of as 
songs with religious affiliation. This 
rumor comes from husband and wife, 
guitarist/vocalist Alan Sparhawk and 
Mimi 
religion. They are Mormons. Bassist 


drummer/vocalist Parker's 
Zak Sully has no public, if at all, reli- 
gious affiliation. 

The rumor is also based on some 
of the songs they write seem to have 
spiritual meaning and the fact that 
neither Sparhawk nor Parker uses 
any foul language in their songs. 
“The 
Destroyer,” Low will be touring the 


To promote Great 
United States starting in February. 

They will be in Somerville Feb. 
5 at the Somerville Theater with 
opening act Pedro the Lion. 

Low will continue to tour the 
United States until Feb. 18; 
there they will head to the United 


from 


Kingdom until the end of the month. 
Then 
Low will go back on the road and 


in the middle of March 


complete the rest of their American 
tour until the first week of April. 


From cover bands to college, Gavin Degraw makes 
good impression on music industry and fans alike 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Aris & Entertainment Editor 


Gavin 
Degraw started 
playing the 
piano at the age 
of eight and 
grew up to play 
in cover bands 
with his older 

brother in 
upstate New York. After briefly 
attending the Berklee School of 
Music, Degraw decided to try being 
a singer/songwriter in New York 
City. 

In the early 90’s Degraw started 
to make great impressions on 
crowds and journalists alike when 
he appeared on many top ten lists. 

This positive feedback led to 
major record labels offering him 
deals, but 
down because h e wanted to get bet- 


Degraw turned them 


ter at his music and get a larger fol- 
lowing first. Eventually he did sign 
with Clive Davis and his J Records 

His debut album “Chariot” hit 


stores July 2003. Then just like his 
early days in New York the album 
gained a small but strong following 
rhe song, “I Don’t Want To Be” is 
most likely 


WB show “One 


known by fans of the 
Tree Hill” because 


it is the theme song 


All of Degraw’s song are full of 


honest emotion and strong piano 


playing. Degraw unlike too many 
of today’s artists actually writes all 
of his songs 

Besides the song writing he also 
plays all of the piano on the album 


like 
and “(Nice to Meet You) 


Stand out songs “Just 
Friends” 

Anyway” speak of relationships 
from two very different angles. “Just 
Friends” is what happens when you 
see someone you love out with their 
“friend” but they're looking a little 
“(Nice to Meet 


Anyway” is what happens when you 


too cozy. You) 


| Set Yl a 


This positve feedback led to major 
record labels offering him deals, but 
Degraw turned them down because he 
wanted to get better at his music... 


Yahoo! Images photo 


Gavin Degraw started playing piano at the age of eight and the practice 
paid off on his album, “Chariot.” 


know you're in love and someone 
else tries to get your attention, but 
you politely pass on their advances. 
Degraw has fun with songs like 
“Chemical Party” talking about how 
oblivious people can get at parties. 
All of the album seems to relate 
to love or some form of it. Degraw’s 
voice is definitely what initially 
draws the listener in. It has a quality 


to it that oozes with the emotion of 
each song. 

After touring and playing his 
music for fans, Degraw started 
experimenting with his material. 
July 2004 “Chariot 
Stripped” was released. It contains 


Then in 


not only the original “Chariot” 
album but also a second album that 
contains all of the || songs stripped 


down and performed “live in the 
studio,” as well as a cover of Sam 
Cooke’s song, “Change is Gonna 
Come.” This album comes across 
with a new and different perspec- 
tives. It is Degraw and his tight knit 
band up close and very personal. 
Definitely a nice treat for fans of the 
original album. 
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2 Dudes 


IF IT COSTS THIS 
MUCH JUST TO ENROLL 
FOR ONE SEMESTER, 
TUL NEVER AFFORD 


You Are Here 


HELLO, EV JOHNSON. 
L HAVEN'T SEE YOU SINCE WE WERE 


IN HIGH SCHOOL TOGETHER. WELCOME 


TO FOREGETTERS ANONYMOUS. 


JO CET MY DEGREE. = 


VO YOU JUST MAKE THESE 
NUMBERS UP, DUDE?! 
HOW 70 YOU EXPECT ME SECURITY 
TO FAY Tus?! 


By Aaron Warner 


OH NOL T JOST MADE 
EYE ContTAcT WITH 
SOE GUY AT THE BAR 
Anwp Nw HE'S ON 
HIS WAY OVER ! 


So Matt 
GROENING 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Work stint 
6 Pouchlike 

structures 

10 Guitar adjuncts, 
briefly 

14 Core group 

15 North Carolina 
university 

16 Bearing 

17 Poe’s middle 
name 

18 “Auntie __” 

19 Notion 

20 __ there, done 
that 

21 Scattering 

23 Drink voucher 

25 “Exodus” author 

26 June celebrant 

29 Warded off 

31 Ovine 
statement 

34 Political refugee 

36 Uncanny state 

38 Episcopal cleric 

39 Steno book 

40 Municipal 

41 Unbalanced 

43 Formal attire 

44 Silent assent 

45 Carnal 

47 Permit to 

48 Sound quality 

49 Type of school 

51 Unstoppable 

55 Plaster support 

59 Resting atop 

60 Actress Skye 

61 Far from 
specific 

62 Roofer’s supply 
item 

63 Type of curl 

64 Endangered 
layer 

65 Vamoose! 

66 Kennedy and 
Williams 

67 Engaged in 


DOWN 

1 Wound covering 

2 Healthy 

3 Inactive 

4 Former French 
currency unit 

5 Q's Scrabble 
value 
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6 Descendantof Solutions 


Shem 
7 Unfortunately 


8 Calculated 


9 Lip-curler 


10 Out of order 

11 Calf-length skirt 

12 Ball-shaped 
hammerhead 


13 Hosiery mishap 
21 Nose follower? 
22 Mockery 


24 Ford of films 

26 Baffin Island’s 
neighbor 

27 Essential acid 

28 Chopped into 


small cubes 


30 Peruses 


31 Slanted 
surface 

32 Stage whisper 

33 Fancy cravat 


43 Old salts 
46 Bothers 


56 Excited 
57 Ditty 


test 50 Public square 
37 Veto 51 Monotonous 
39 Actress Cruz 
42 Molar mender 


routines 
52 Historical novel 61 Oath 


Yankees” vamp 
35 Regular or high- 48 Principle of faith 54 Blyton or Bagnold 


58 Pay attention to 
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By JENNIFER LENA 
Contributing Reporter 


Break out the 

sunglasses 
because this 
spring you're in 
for some bright 
colors. 
Breaking out 
of the soothing 
winter — whites; 
showy colors and ethnic prints take 
center stage. Don't be tempted to 
jump right into the jungle of these 
cultural and animal prints, you might 
just end up looking like you belong 
in the eclectic museum. 

As new-Englanders, we all know 
the common rejoice that comes after 
the long winter months. After the last 
season of droll whites, a jump into a 
sea of colors seems quite refreshing, 
fun and even idealistic. After review- 
ing some of the top designer collec- 
tions and seeing what's out there, | 
can see the choices becoming 
absolutely befuddling to the amateur 
shopper. The truth is with a season 
like this, be afraid be very afraid. 

Not only were the common 
themes bright colors in collections, 
but designers pulled inspiration from 
a wide variety of continents. 


From Africa's 
zebra and leopard 
prints to India's 
paisley, it seems 
all patterns were 
rediscovered. The 
reason why I fear 
this season so 
much is due to the 
fact that I know in 
my heart many 
people will try to 
unsuccessfully 
mix patterns and 
bright colors. Not 
only did designers 


use this inspiration 


KRT photo 


in clothing, but jewelry as well. Big 
and teeth 
spotted on the runways. 

| have a bleak outlook for 
humanity in this season. But still | 
will give my fashion tips in order to 
try and save as many almost-casual- 
ties that could potentially occur. 

One thing to always remember is 
that you can wear a bright color, but 
not all bright colors are made for all 
the same people. For example, if you 
have a really nice tan or really pale 
skin, yellow car really work on you. 
Any shade in between yellow gener- 
ally does not look good on these skin 
tones. Another tip is to keep the 


wooden necklaces were 


KRT photo 


brightness in one piece. 
Don't go wearing a bright 
pink shirt and fluorescent 
If you want 
to be really safe in choos- 
ing a bright color try a pair 
of jeans, a crisp white but- 
ton down shirt and a bright 
scarf. It should be common 
knowledge by now to not 
mix patters or bright colors 
together. 

To move on to the 
many patterns to choose 
from, it's kind of hard to 
give direction in writing. 
But generally there are 


orange pants. 


pies a 
Et 
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some main rules that should be fol- 
lowed. Just like in bright colors, not 
all patterns flatter 
Remember if you have a problem 
area on your body a pattern or bright 
color draws attention to it. 


everyone. 


Larger women should stay away 
prints. 
Remember some things just should 
never be bought. | beg of you all 
never to buy boots or shoes with any 
animal print EVER!! 
buy shoes with strange combinations 
of things as well such as fur and neon 
vinyl. 

One very trendy piece that | will 
recommend this season is the new 
take on jelly shoes. Remember those 
cute jelly shoes as a kid, well now 
there back. These new jellies are 
brightly colored and wedges, 
although the heel is completely the 
decision of the wearer. 

One easy way to wear brights is 
to layer them. Wear a lighter shade 
of pink under a brighter shade. If 
you're more daring and know your 
color spectrum you can try some 
other combinations with different 
colors. Remember do dress consci- 
entiously and have fun!! 


from most patterns and 


Please don't 


The new look for Valentine’s Day 


By LisA TOWNSEL 
Knight Rider Newspapers 
(KRT) 


Cotton-candy pinks, strawberry 
reds and Hershey bar browns. 
Retailers have wrapped up the sweet- 
est day of the year with colors and 
styles that make sexy sweet and 
demure divine. 

Options abound for the woman 
who wants to make a statement on 
Valentine's Day. 

There's been a lot of thinking 
outside the box recently. It's not as 
simple as choosing to look like a 
schoolgirl or vamp. Many of today's 
fashions blur the line. 

"It's a combination of sexy and 
sweet," says Kassandra Williams, 
district manager of Papaya Clothing. 
"Maybe it's Britney Spears and the 
whole school-girl image. The skirts 
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| Tip for the week 


French Manicures 


are short. Some are plaid. It's the 
cheerleader/naughty schoolgirl look 
the girls love that style." 

One V-day outfit at Papaya pairs 
a flirty, black miniskirt with pink 
polka dots and a tulle underlay along 
with a soft-looking, sweet sweater 
bearing monikers such as "Princess" 
and "Candy." 

"That's been really, really hot 
right now," Williams contends. "And 
there's definitely an ‘80s influence.” 

Colors aren't as predictable this 
time around, either. Gone are the 
days when a Valentine's Day ensem- 
ble was all red or pink. 

Designer Max Azria of the 
BCBG Max Azria line refused to 
work up dressy creations solely in 
red this season. "Red just seemed too 
traditional and obvious a choice for 
Valentine's Day, and the BCBG Max 
Azria Customer comes to us for new- 
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Apply light pink polish to the entire nail and let ary 


Sbefore applying a second coat. After the second coat% 
dries, apply white polish to the tip of the nail by stroking 
@it left to right from the outer edge to the center of the nail 
@then once again by stroking it right to left until it meets, 


that extra shine. Allow it to dry completely. 
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ness," Azria says. 

His runway looks include pink 
chiffon dresses with sequin flora that 
dance from the waist of one side 
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down the other as well as brown cami 
gowns with skinny straps, flowing 
handkerchief hem lines and _ pink- 
and-red accents. 


"Brown is the new black for 
day," he says, "and combining it with 
pink gives a freshness to a romantic 
look." 

Romance, it appears, comes in 
many forms for this special night. 

Pair a simple button-down 
sweater with ruffled sleeves with a 
pink skirt with ruffling at the hem 
line for flirtiness. Slink into a chif- 
fon, glam-girl slip dress or strapless 
ruffled party dress to look demurely 
sensual. Then add a slick pair of 
pumps, a sexy sandal or schoolgirl 
flat and watch sparks fly. 

"Overall, dress looks are bright 
with a lot of color, soft and flowing," 
says Saks Fifth Avenue general man- 
ager Kert Rosenkoetter of the looks 
his store offers for women of all ages 
on this special day. 


A day of Bubbles & Blocks! 


8 

s Care for kids in their own homes. 

Fo Earn $11+/hr. plus transportation. 

If you have at least 2 full weekdays open, 


childcare experience, references and a car, call 


Parents in a Pinch, Inc. at: 
617-739-KIDS, or visit: 
www.parentsinapinch.com 
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Fashion pick of the week 


By MAKEEBA FRASER 
Style Editor 


It's nearing Valentine's Day and 
what better to have this week's fash- 
ion pick be pretty in pink to set the 
mood for the international day of 
love. 

Nidia Frica, a second semester 
student who is currently finishing her 
high school degree while taking 
additional college courses through a 
program at NECC, was found during 
the Winterfest activities on Monday, 
chilling with her friends and enjoy- 
ing the atmosphere of the party. 

Frica says she likes to be differ- 
ent when it comes to what she wears. 

“| like to go to the city to buy my 
clothes because not many people have 
on what | wear, and I like to look dif- 
ferent from others,” she said. “I feel 
that my style in clothing is unique and 
no one has complained about it so | 
must be doing something right.” 


Makeeba Fraser photo 
She is such a diva! 


Besides being 
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Frica also adds 


different, Frica $$ §¢4——_—_—____——__ that she likes to 
enjoys what she experiment with a 
wears for other rea- lot of different 
sons. I like my clothes to contour my _ ‘tyes and colors 

sake’ > iny. and she likes to mix 


clothes to contour 
my body because 
I'm comfortable 
and confident with 
myself, and wear- 
ing clothing that I 
feel good in makes 
me happy.” 


happy. 


body because I'm comfortable and 
confident with myself, and wearing 
clothing that I feel good in makes me 


and match her 
clothing once they 
coordinate with 
each other. 

“Today you 


might see me in 
blue, tomorrow yel- 
low, once every- 


thing matches and goes well together 
it’s fine by me.” 

This style-licious student did 
admit to receiving a lot of compli- 
ments on her clothes. So to add to 
her list, | would like to compliment 
her style and congratulate her on 
being this week's fashion pick. 


ot 
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KRT 
Feb. 7-13, 2005 


ARIES (March 21-April 
“l2 20) A close friend offers 
unique insights into a recent 


family disagreement. Planned 
celebrations will not prove as effortless 
as expected: before mid-week, expect 
relatives to criticize romantic alliances 
or doubt the intentions of a friend. 
Financial status, group influence and 
family history may be key issues. 
Remain diplomatic: your reaction will 
be closely studied. Thursday through 
Saturday new romantic proposals will 
demand a quick response: provide an 


honest evaluation. 
re) official documents will 
require careful scrutiny. Pay 
special attention to payment promises, 
acquired debt and financial calcula- 
tions. Numbers may provide little 
insight into actual long-term costs: 
avoid written agreements. Late 


TAURUS (April 21-May 
20) Over the next 5 days, 


Wednesday, ask loved ones for a clear 


explanation of family plans. Group and 
social obligations will soon increase: 


expect friends and relatives to be poor- 
ly motivated or irritable. Be diplomat- 


ic: private emotions may be intense. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 
21) News from employers or 


{I government officials may be 
disruptive this week. Over the next few 
days, some Geminis will shuffle work 


schedules and adopt revised duties. 
Older colleagues may be misinformed 


or reluctant to provide accurate facts: if 
possible, clarify all instructions and 
daily expectations. Late Saturday, a 
remarkable romantic invitation may 
arrive without warning. Passionate flir- 
tations, exotic travel or unusual leisure 
activities may be on the agenda: stay 
open. 


AO | CANCER (June 22-July 
C 22) Lost records and yester- 

day's paperwork are this 
week vital to business success. 
Potential employers will soon ask for 
unique permissions, quick answers and 
detailed disclosures. Don't disappoint. 
At present, valuable career opportuni- 
ties are available through shared infor- 
mation, revised daily tactics or private 
discussions. Thursday — through 
Saturday also highlight social and 
romantic decisions. Long-term promis- 
es may be necessary: remain dedicated 
to family needs. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 

Love affairs, sensuality and 
unexpected proposals are 
highlighted over the next 6 days. Some 
Leos, especially those born after 1974, 
will soon change their marital status or 
expand their romantic commitments. 
Passions will be high: if possible, trust 
your instincts and set a slow pace. 
After Friday, someone close may 


demand detailed explanations of recent? 


social cancellations. Group tensions 
and ongoing feelings of abandonment 
are accented: offer new invitations. 


- VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
Ih) 22) Recent social judge- 

ments demand explanation: 
before mid-week, expect loved ones to 
request an emotional review of past 
group alliances, romantic promises or 
daily commitments. Don't be 
unnerved. Several months of private 
doubt now needs to be publicly 
resolved: encourage open debate and 
respond honestly to probing questions. 
Friday through Sunday, career plan- 
ning and family discussion becomes a 
top priority. New employment goals 
may be needed: stay focused. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
Q 23) Long-term property 
—2 agreements, financial con- 
tracts or legal permissions may now be 
briefly delayed. Over the next 6 days, 
key officials will stall progress in all 
vital money matters. Public records, 
ethical standards or conflicted policies 
may be a central theme. Remain 
patient: delicate workplace alliances 
and new proposals will eventually be 
approved. Wednesday through 
Saturday, social invitations may be 
unexpectedly canceled. Wait for clari- 


ty: progress will be slow. 
Nov. 22) Controversial 


Ll home rules or, power strug- 


gles between loved ones will not be 
easily resolved this week. Offer consis- 
tent facts and expect minor conflicts to 
require lengthy discussion. Someone 
close may feel isolated.or misunder- 
stood: refuse to ignore small facts and 
underlying emotions, Wednesday 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 


through Saturday, pay close attention 
to minor group comments or the 
changing attitudes of friends. Powerful 
social insights are available: respond 


quickly to your first instincts. 
x 23-Dec. 21) Private romantic 
encounters are not easily 
avoided this week. Some Sagittarians 
will now experience a powerful wave 
of sensuality or revitalized health. 
Although new love is promising, long- 
term friendships should not be ignored. 
Close friends or relatives will need 
extra time to adjust: provide encour- 
agement and support. After Thursday, 
business and financial negotiations 


work to your advantage. Probe for 
added information: authority figures 


will reveal new strategies. 
© group participation and 
social conduct are a top pri- 
ority for loved ones over the next 8 
days. Close relatives may soon change 
their daily habits or emotional outlook. 
Several weeks of low self-esteem, 
romantic doubt or family isolation will 
now fade: before mid-week, expect 
scattered plans and excited discus- 
sions. Thursday through Saturday, 
workplace disagreements and minor 
financial restrictions may be bother- 
some, Don't confront: all is well. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 20) Entertainment, 


WN AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 

Feb. 19) Business proposals 
WN are this week unpredictable 
and easily derailed. Although promis- 
ing in the long-term, new partnerships 
require detailed financial or legal doc- 
umentation. Official records provide 
valuable hints: before mid-week ask 
authority figures for special paperwork 
or training. After Thursday, a new era 
of romantic communication and family 
planning arrives. Many Aquarians will 
now bring renewed optimism to their 
daily lives. Remain alert: much is 


changing. 
} 20) Over the next 6 days, a 
close friend or lover may out- 
line complex changes to long-term 
relationships. Living arrangements, 
family finances or daily obligations are 
on the agenda. Carefully verify all cal- 
culations and written agreements: 
numbers, facts and proposed dates will 
soon prove vital. Thursday through 
Sunday also accent new advice from 
older relatives or mentors. Stay 
focused: business routines, plans and 
financial strategies may be a central 
theme. 


PISCES (Feb. 20-March 


IF YOUR BIRTHDAY IS THIS 
WEEK: New friends may bring unex- 
pected social complications over the 
next 9 weeks. Pay close attention to 
subtle romantic triangles, private 
attractions or rare invitations: at pre- 
sent, potential friends and lovers may 
boldly compete for your loyalty. 
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Women’s basketball falls just 
short of victory but improving 


Lady Knights stay 
competitive despite 
lack of numbers 


By RyAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


T h e 
Women’s 
Basketball team 
has had its fair 
share of strug- 
gles this season. 
Lack of num- 
bers has hurt 
the Knights all 
season. Despite the difficulties, the 
team has come to play every night 
and never stops fighting. 

These problems were never 
more evident than on Jan. 27, when 
the Knights took on Hesser College. 
Playing with only six players the 
Knights took the floor. Tight offici- 
ating cost both teams with players 
getting into foul trouble early. Even 
in foul trouble, both teams played 
hard and the game stayed close. 

The fouls would take a toll on 
the Knights in the second half as 


fouls forced the team to play under- 
manned five on four. Despite being 
short handed, the Knights stay com- 
petitive and held to a small lead. 
With 31.8 seconds left to play and a 
score of 76-76, the Knights would 
lose another player to fouls and 
would finish the game playing five 
on three with Amanda Knowles, 
Crystal Burgess and Jamie Durrell 
on the floor. 

Playing with only three players 
forced Head Coach Jacob Kurt to 
design a unique offensive and defen- 


sive game plan for the remainder of 


the game. Using Knowles and 


Burgess as the offense and leaving 


Durrell back to prevent any kind of 


fast break from Hesser, the Knights 
would take the floor. 

With the men’s basketball team 
cheering wildly from the sidelines, 
the women played a sound defense 
and denied Hesser a scoring oppor- 
tunity. 
opportunity for the Knights, a quick 
foul and two made free throws by 
Hesser put the score at 78-76 with 
under ten seconds to go. Despite 
their best efforts the Knights lost a 
heart breaker 78-76. 

“I’m so proud of these girls,” 


After a missed scoring 


Ryan McAskill photo 


Adjustments made by Head Coach Jacob Kurt during the game has helped the 
Knights stay competitive all season. 


Coach Kurt said after the game, 
“they work their tail off every day. 
This is the most improved team that 
| have ever come across male or 
female.” 

The knights did not fair much 


Knights on the right 
track to the Regionals 


Continued from page | 


In the end it were the Knights 
who prevailed, securing the victory, 
giving them a 
great chance to 
make it to the 
regions like 
Tardif hoped. 

“It was a 
great win, this 


season. 


was the first 
time we had 
ever beat 


Roxbury twice in a season,” said 
Tardif. 


The Knights have battled all 


year and are in a great position to 


It was a great win, this was the first 
time we ever beat Roxbury twice in a 


-Head Coach Joe Tardiff 


make the Nationals with a strong 
end to the season. The Knights end 
will wrap-up the season with a road 
trip to Gateway Community College 
on Feb. 12, and 
Bunker Hill 
Community College 
on Feb. 13 before the 
finally at 
home on Feb. 19 at 
Mass Bay 
Community College. 


season 


Ryan McAskill photo 
The Men’s basketball team continues to play hard and is in search of a trip to 
the Regionals. 


better in the following week as they 
played Springfield Tech Community 
College Jan. 19, losing 68-62 and 
Manchester Community College 
Feb. 5, losing 66-39. 

The Knights have continued to 


improve all season but continue to 
come up short. With the season 
coming to an end, the team wraps- 
up on the road with games at Dean 
College Feb. 10 and at Hesser 
College Feb. 17. 


Spring 2005 


College Photo I.D. 


Schedule 


From 1/24 to 2/16 


Student Activities & Orientation 
Lawrence Campus, L-133 


"IF THE SCHEDULED HOURS CONFLICT WITH YOUR SCHEDULE, PLEASE CALL STUDENT 
ACTIVITIES & ORIENTATION 378-738-7417 TO MAKE AN INDIVIDUAL APPOINTMENT. THANK YOU 


Monday, 1/24 
Tuesday, 1/25 


Wednesday, 1/26 


Thursday, 1/27 
Monday, 1/31 
Tuesday, 2/1 
Thursday, 2/3 
Tuesday, 2/8 
Thursday, 2/10 
Tuesday, 2/15 


Wednesday, 2/16 


10 - 1:30 

9:30 - 1:30 

10 - 1:30 & 5-7 
9:30 - 1:30 
9:30 -1:30 

10 -1:30 & 5-7 
10 -1:30 

9:30 - 11:30 
9:30 - 11:30 
10 - 1:30 

10 - 1:30 


Sponsored by the NECC Student Activites & Orientation, 3 part of College Life & Healthy Living Unit, Devision of E 
Management and Student Sennces. For more information, contact Student Actraties 4 Orientation 
To request 2 sign ‘anguage interpreter please cab 976-556-3897(V/TTY) 


NECC Student ID is required to use the computer lab 
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The other 


es ae 


uper Bowl Sunday 


spectacle: the commercials 


(KRT) SANTA‘ANA, Calif. 

Sportswriter Leonard Koppett 
said it best: “The side that hits hard- 
er almost always wins.” 

Koppett was writing about 
American football, which concludes 
its season this Sunday with Super 
Bowl XXXIX. But his words cap- 
ture the essence of what has become 
America’s other spectator sport on 
Super Bowl Sunday: watching the 
showdown between the advertisers 
who have ponied up an average of 
$2.4 million per 30-second ad to air 
their commercials during the big 
game. 

Like the Philadelphia Eagles and 
the New England Patriots, the two 
teams who faced each other in 
Jacksonville, the game’s advertisers 
hope to walk away with a trophy: 
this one for the most hard-hitting 
and memorable ad. It’s a competi- 
tive, crowded field that, at almost $5 
million a minute, isn’t for the faint- 
hearted or thin-skinned. 

“We feel we’re up to the chal- 
lenge,” said Kevin Morefield, the 
executive vice president of market- 
ing and strategy at Ameriquest 
Mortgage, which recently came 
under fire for its sales practices. The 
company made its Super Bowl debut 
this year by sponsoring the halftime 
show and airing two ads. 

To make sure its ads make a 
splash, but not a belly flop in what 
Morefield calls the company’s 
“coming out party,” the Orange- 
based lender ran 40 ad concepts past 
half a dozen focus groups. Then, it 
shot four commercials in order to 
come up with the two 30-second 
spots that will air Sunday. 

“People want humor,” Morefield 
said. “So that’s what we’re going to 
give them.” 

There will be a lot of laughs 
Sunday. But don’t let that fool you: 
this is serious business. Companies 
like CareerBuilder.com, FedEx and 
Honda don’t just want to make 
America smile. They want their 
hyper-pricey ads to translate into 
lucrative sales by creating impres- 
sions that last longer than the com- 
mercials. 


That’s easier on Super Bowl 
Sunday in one way because studies 
show viewers of the big game pay 
more attention to ads than regular 
TV viewers. But it’s harder, too, 
because while those viewers have 
come to expect funny, clever ads, 
they don’t want them to go too far. 

But if the stakes are high, so too 
is the potential payoff, because the 
Super Bowl draws a super audience. 
This year, nearly 90 million viewers 
in the United States alone are 
expected to tune in - more than dou- 
ble the number who watch the most 
popular show on television. 

“Super Bowl ads are great for 
companies that really want broad 
exposure,” says Roland T. Rust, the 
chairman of the department of mar- 
keting at the University of Maryland 

That wasn’t the case back in the 
early days of the Super Bowl, when 
there were only three broadcast net- 
works and 30-second slots cost less 
than $50,000. But today, in 
a world filled with increas- 
ingly niche-oriented cable 
channels and competitive 
sources of information and 
entertainment like — the 
Internet, that kind of mass 
audience is harder to get. 

“There just aren’t that 
many places where you can 
still attract a really large 
percentage of the popula- 
tion,” Rust says. 2 

That’s why MasterCard, 
the giant credit card compa- 
ny, unveiled its new ad 
campaign during the game’s fourth 
quarter Sunday. “We’re a mass 
brand,” says MasterCard’s brand 
market head Amy Fuller. “So for us, 
blockbuster media events like the 
Super Bowl represent a great value.” 


Still, it isn’t just the number of 


viewers that draws advertisers to the 
Super Bowl. It’s also what those 
viewers do. In the age of TiVo, chan- 
nel-surfing and picture-in-picture- 
induced attention deficit disorder, 
many Super Bowl viewers do some- 
thing rare: They actually stick 
around to watch the ads - though 
how much they remember about 


them is a matter of debate. 

The reason? Over the past 20 
years, advertisers have turned the 
once cheap airtime that punctuates 
the Super Bowl broadcast into some- 
thing of a Super Bowl of their own. 

STARTING IN 1984 

The kickoff began in 1984, when 
the computer maker Apple aired a 
single 30-second ad to promote its 
new Macintosh line that featured a 
young rebel hurling a mallet into a 
giant screen featuring a Big Brother- 
like face meant to represent IBM, 
then the country’s chief computer 
maker. 

“It was unbelievably successful 
as a brand image ad,” says Rust. 
“The message was: We’re icono- 
clasts at Apple and we’re going to 
create products that threaten the sta- 
tus quo.” 

Other advertisers picked up the 
gauntlet Apple threw down and tried 
to outdo each other year after year 


for the most hard-hitting and memo- 
rable ad. 

Viewers began to notice and a 
self-reinforcing cycle began. 

“When it started to get attention, 
companies and advertisers worked 
that much harder to keep that phe- 
nomenon going,” 


says Thomas 


Boyd, an associate professor of 


sports marketing at Cal State 
Fullerton. 

“Now we’re in a cycle where 
they keep trying to outdo one anoth- 
er for the most incredibly entertain- 
ing, humorous and impactful ad. As 
a result of that, not only do they get 
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access to the fans, but now they have 
a much higher probability, too, of 
getting the people who are watching 
the game to also watch the ads.” 

As companies have tried to rise 
above the clang and clutter, they’ve 
often skirted the edge of bad taste. 
Last year, beer maker Anheuser- 
Busch generated complaints - which 
were drowned out only by the 
shrieks of outrage generated by 
Janet Jackson’s “wardrobe malfunc- 
tion” - with an ad featuring a farting 
horse that spoiled a romantic sleigh 
ride. 

This year, even before the event, 
three companies pulled ads, includ- 


ing Anheuser-Busch,  Knight- 
McDowell Labs (the maker of 
Airborne Effervescent Health 


Formula) and Ford Motor Co. 

TWO APPROACHES: 

Anheuser-Busch, a long-time 
sponsor, and Cosentino USA, a 
maker of quartz countertops and a 
first-time sponsor, illustrate what 
Boyd says are the two different 
strategies that Super Bowl advertis- 
ers pursue, 

In the case of Anheuser- 

Busch, which Fox says has pur- 
chased 5 minutes of air time, it’s to 
reinforce the company’s image as 
making the king of beers and “to 


keep the competition off the air,” 


Boyd says. 

Cosentino’s strategy is similar to 
the one employed by Monster.com 
and other Internet sites in recent 
years: to create an image.“You’re 
saying, “We’re a company that can 
afford to advertise on the Super 
Bowl,”” says Boyd. “It sends a posi- 
tive image about your company.” 

In addition to Ameriquest 
Mortgage, several companies with 
strong O.C. connections will also be 
advertising during the game, includ- 
ing Buena Vista Pictures. a unit of 
Walt Disney; Pizza Hut, a unit of 
Yum Brands, which includes O.C.- 
based Taco Bell; and Volvo, which 
has its U.S. headquarters in Irvine. 

Volvo’s ad, promoting its new 
SUV, will feature Richard Branson, 
the founder and chairman of the 
Virgin Group. Volvo is running a 


contest to coincide with the SUV’s 
launch, and the winner will win a 
seat on one of the first flights of 
Branson’s new venture, Virgin 
Galactic, which hopes to be the 
world’s first commercial space 
tourism company. 
OPTING OUT 

But for some advertisers, the 
Super Bowl’s mass audience is too 
big and broad, so they shun the 
broadcast even though they could 
afford it. 

That’s the case with Pacific Life, 
the Newport Beach-based mutual 
insurance company. 

Pacific Life sponsors all kinds of 
sporting events and advertises on 
several others - from college football 
to PGA golf. 

But Milda Goodman, its market- 
ing head, says Pacific Life has no 
interest in the NFL or Super Bowl. 
Some of the audience probably is in 
the market for annuities and whole 
life - but not enough to justify the 
exorbitant cost 

“We're very upscale in who 
we're trying to reach,” Goodman 
says, “so we’re very selective with 
our television programming. The 
sports we do choose are the ones that 
are relatively selective: college foot- 
ball, PGA gold, tennis and PAC 10 
men’s basketball.” 

What’s more, there’s some 
debate over how many viewers actu- 
ally pay attention and how much 
they remember of what they saw. 

According to Eisner 
Communications, a Baltimore-based 
PR and marketing firm, only seven 
percent of Americans watched 
Sunday’s Super Bowl just for the 
commercials. That’s two percent less 
than last year and the lowest number 
in years, Eisner says. 

A separate report from 
Schneider/Stagnito Communications 
in Boston questions whether the mil- 
lions that advertisers are shelling out 
is worth it. 

Schneider/Stagnito polled 1,000 
consumers nationwide and found 
that 56 percent could not recall a sin- 
gle new product launched in 2004. 


STUDENT SENATE 
POSITIONS 
NOW AVAILABLE 


Make a2 difference! 


NEGG Student Senate is looking for interested students. Senate 


involvement includes: 


> Discussions on issues of concern to NE_CC students 

> Efforts to affect change at the College 

> Community Senice activities 

>Weckly meetings (Wednesday afternoons) 

>Participating in various College programs & activities, as needed 


Interested students must have at least a 2.25 GPA and have registered 


for at least 6 credits. 


Neminatiexs Petitierms due Friday, February Lith at neon. 


~ Fer more information, please 
contact Student Activities & 
Orientation Department. 
Haverhill, Sport & Fitness Center, 
Dit? 
Lawrence, Dimitry Building L133 
hs Tel. 978-556-3731 Se 


NECC Student Senate 
The Voice of Students on Campus 


Weekly Sports Trivia - 
Answers: 


1.) Roy Hobbs (Robert Redford) hits a home 
run in the movie, but the character strikes out ~ 
in the book. 


2.) Archie Moore (fought Rocky Marciano in 
1955 and Muhammad Ali in 1962, supposed- 
ly at age 49, though many observers thought 
he was older. Moore fought from 1936 to 
1963.) 


3.) Pete Maravich, LSU, 1968 to 1970. 


4.) Davis Love III. 


5.) 59 in 1965 (at least 59 years old; remem- 
ber Paige wasn't very forthcoming about his 
age). > 


NECC organizations 
come together to 
warm things up a bit 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Editor 


The lobby of the Wellness and 
Fitness Center was hopping with 
multitude of students who were get- 
ting busy with the activitiesthat were 
offered to them. The reason for all 
the commotion was NECC’s way of 
celebrating the winter season with 
Winter Fest 2005. 

Involved in the winter celebra- 
tion were various organizations such 
as Student Senate, College Life, the 
student activity center, the athletic 
department, the leadership program 
and student health services. 

“I set up a display called the 
“Winter Survival Guide,” said RN 


peared rather quickly. 

“We want people to be aware of 
HIV and we want them to be respon- 
sible,” explained Montalbano. “It’s a 
fact of life.” 

Another organization’ that was 
prominent was the Student Senate. 
The senate had two tables running at 
the Fest. At one table Nancy Begin, 
a senate member, had a lot of give- 
aways as well as items to be pur- 
chased to help raise money for their 
three major fundraisers, the Susan G. 
Komen cancer research, the renova- 
tion of lecture hall A and for the stu- 
dent center fund. At Begin’s table 
there were votive holders, roses and 
heart-shaped sandwiches for sale. 

“We also have a raffle for guess 
how many sweethearts are in the jar,” 
said Begin. 

To the right of Begin was a fon- 
due station where Rob Cook, another 
Student Senate member, fed students 
pineapple, cake, bananas and straw- 
berries smothered in chocolate. 


tion where 
students could ¥ 
personalize = 
their own cal- © 
endar with a 
picture of 
themselves or ® 
with someone 


they love or 
even with 
their best 
friend. vert 


“We want iE 
to bring stu- 
dents together. — @ 
We 
having a ae 
Spring Fest in [ag 
ASpir tea 
Coordinator 
of Student 
Activities and 
Orientation. Student Heath Services informs students of ways to protect 

To claim themselves throughout the winter months. 
her territory in 
the 


are also 


Wellness 

and Fitness Center, Sue 
Macavoy, the athletic 
coordinator at NECC, 
stood behind her table 
that promoted different 
activities put on by the 
Athletic and 
R eee aston 
Department. 

“We are trying to 
help students to beat 
the winter blues with 
fun sporting activi- 
ties,” Macavoy said. 

This department 
also offered a free raf- 
fle where the winner § 
would receive lift tick- 
ets for Nashoba Valley 
as well as a ski trip for 


Students kick back and relax after a long day of classes 
with a game of cards and some tunes on the radio. 


students to sign up for. 
4 Students 
m around the 


hung 
Wellness 


Rob Cook, a Student Senate member, mans the fondue and Fitness Center through- 
table for the students to enjoy. 


and Coordinator of Student Health 
Services Donna Montalbano. “There 
are posters about how to prevent win- 
ter injuries, how to prevent the cold 
and flu and how to winterize your 
vehicle.” 

Supplied at the table were hand- 
outs informing people about the flu. 
The handouts were 
English. Spanish and Vietnamese. 
Student Health Services really does 
care about their students. 

“It’s been a really cold winter. 


available in 


We have hot chocolate to warm peo- 
up,” said Montalbano. 
\ls. ipplied at the table was a 
basket of condoms, which disap- 


“We are really having fun at 
Winter Fest,” Cook exclaimed. “We 
want to let students know that we 
are around and to know that we are 
on campus.” 

Other activities that occupied 
students were crafts including mak- 
ing snowmen 

“We are also giving away ice 
scrapers for you cars and they also 
have the snowline’s number in case 
of snow days,” said Bruce Potter 
who works in the student activities 
department. 

For those slow in getting their 
new 2005 calendars, Dina Brown 


was in charge of the calendar sta 


out the Winter Fest activities 

and enjoyed the food that was 

offered as well as played card 
games and listened to beats on the 
radio. 


Student Senate member Nancy Begins is all ready to celebrate 
winter with all the Valentine decorations she has on display. 


All photos by Lauren Carroll 


